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DIALOGYVE 
OF B.YING WEL. 


Firſt wricten in the Italian tongue, by the Reye- 
ren1 father Don Peeter of Luca, a Chanon 
regular, a Door of Diuiniticand 
famous preacher. 
YVherin is alſo contayned ſandry profitable refolu- | 
tions, ypon ſome doubtiul queſtions in Diuinitie. ; 
Tranſlated firſt mio French , and | 
nouy a0 Engliſh, 


VVatch and pray; for you knauy not vube the 


tyme is, Mar.13. 


Imprinted at Antwerp, by A:C, 1603. 


REVEREND, LADY 
IOAN BARKLEY, ABBESSRE 


of the Engliſh Monaſtery of Nunnes of the 
holy order of S. Benedid, in Bruxels, 


WM 12ht Renevend, I heer pre- 
\- 2 & ſent vnto your peruſal this 

, NY dialogue of dying wel , 4 -- 
=> work more of woorth for 
the goodnes then in value for the 


great BEES. 


MA 2 It was 


It wes firſt written in the Italian 
rongue by a devour Chanon of Luca, & 
by M. Pectcr Friſon « dexont Chanow 
of Rhemcs (wel knowne through his 
pretie wnto many of our nation) it was 
fine tranſlated ito french, 

The remembrace of death 4s Biſhop 
fil her (ef bleſſed memory) was wont to 
ſav, doth neuer come out of ſeaſon, and 
this ſpake that good father inregard that 
the remembrance of death tenaeth unto 
4 care toendeuour to dy wel,a matier of 
moſle important conſideration wnto all 
that line. 

There are ſundry ſerfents and mon- 
feers that out of filth and corruption do 
take their originals, and ſo in lhke man. 

ner was that vgly mon#ter,called death, 
ont of the filth and ſin of our firſt aunce- 
ter,frſt engendh ed. The azillitic & arte 
of this moite mercileſſe © tyrant coſaſteth 
in the continual caſing of deadly dartes, 
| an 
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and infynit hee throweth ont, enen tn 
enery moment, neuer ayming but at ty- 
wing harres,neier miſling thoſe hee ay- 
meth at, newber is there any armour to 
bee fend that may withſtand hu hart- 
pierſing force. Yiherefore ſecing to 4+ 
woyd death there ts no ren edy, the reme- 
ay then that remayneth , is the lear- 
ping how to dy wel : this leſſon the 
enſuing dtalc ane teacheth, o1ly truants 
weglect to learne it ,, but attentiue 
ſcholiers dy deepely imprint it in mes 
mory. 
2o your good Ladiſhip I dedicate the 
ſame: unto you the firſt '_beſſe of your 
holy ordey reuyued 1n our nation , whoſe 
poſteritie by the azvine pronidence may 
come to brighten our conntry with their 
ſhyring ſanctuie as your predeceſſors 
beretufore haue donne:afiey that S,Au- 
guitync had brought ard taught vnto 
the Engl h people the firſt knowlege & 
A3 * belief 


belief in the true Ged and his deer ſonne 
and our Saniour, Chriſte Teſws. 

A religious man was thu firſt Apoſtle 
of onrs, and 4 your order, 45 alſo were 
thoſe holy Abbeſſes and religious virgins 

fo much comeded by the venerable Bede 
and other veritable writers, 1m there 
relating their holy lines and wonder ful 
miracles, yea euen after their deathes, 
which were true arguments of their 
dhing wel, the which they wel learned to 
do whyle they lined, as he graunt wee ale 
ſo may to whoſe holy tuition I leaue your 
Reuerend Laaiſhip. Thu 3. of CApril 
1603. 


Your Ladiſhips very 
much qdeuored 


b KR, VL. 
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9\ 111 14dgemet of Ariſtotle, man of 
{| all mortal creatures is moſte -- 
- | prudent , for that hee alone 

Q || forejeeith thinges to come, 

ASS? aud therefore difſereth from 
the brute beaſt, Which regardeth only thinges 

that bee preſent. 

Man therefore ſeeing hee muſt 7 , is by bis 
natural biſtiome enclyned to foreſee bis death, 
the cogitation Wherof 1s vmto bim a thing 
more terrible, then any other thing els Whats 
ſoetter, andit much more doth importe hims. 

He therefore that deſyreth to Walk Wiſely 
in this miſcrable lyfe, muſt in ſuch ſorte pre- 
pare and diſpoſe himſelf for dreadful death, 

' that When it approcleth neere vnto him , bee 
be not taken vnprounded, and that for Want of 
A 4 due con- 
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dae confideration he loſe not the chief ſe8citis, 

and beſydes that be offigned for ever ymto the 

paines of bel. VVherefore beemg defirexs-10 

begin this diſcourſe of the arte or ſcience 10 
-8 Wel: for anturregutticn thereums 'h » 

* Preſuppoſe ſuche an imagined nite © | 

141108 «5 beer cnſacth, | 
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A DIALOGVE OF 
DYING WEL. 


Ht x ® was a marchant 
Wy which trauayling into a 
&* far countrie,as hee want- 
Þ dred out ofhis wayhap- 
* pened to come into a 
— IR great wildernefſe,w here, 
he chaunced ro meet with an old Ere- 
mite, who through great age was even. 
ouerſpent & worne:with whome after 
he had begone toenter into diſcours he 
aſked him what he did their in that ſoli- 
tarie place, now ſo neere ynto the date 
of his death. The Eremite an(wered & 
ſayd. Thow ſhalt (my ſonne)vnderſtad, 
that when I was in the flouriſhing age 
of thirtie yeares,I forſook the deceirtul 
world, andretyred my ſelf into this fo- 
litarie place, heer to do ſome kynde of 
penance {or my former\ynnes, and to 
Ag learne 


A Diriarocvs: 
learne tody , and heere haue I conti- 
nuallie dwelt in ſolitude theſe threſcore 
and ten years. 'Then the Marchar (aid 
to him, it ſeemeth too mee a thing ve 
ſuperfluous that thow ſhouldelit 
tolearne to dy, ſeeing thow (beeing a 
' mortal man and alreaddie an hundred 
yeers 01d) muſt needs dy, and that yerie 
ſlortly, The Eremite anſwered, this is 
that which I feare & nor without great 
aſtoniſhment do eueric day think ypon, 


colidering that I am not redy forgeath, 
and neuerthelefſe 1 know afluredly 


thar I muſt dy. 


To this then quoth the Marchant: 


whatthing is it to know how to dy? 
The old Ermite an(wered him:to know 
how to dy, isno other ans then to 
flie all things that may offen 

God,and with diligence to do? all that 
hee commideth, o>{eruing ovedientlie 
all his preceptes and commandements, 
and to be in ſuche wiſe neat and cleane 
in coſcience,that arryuing vnto the laſt 


end of our lyfe wee may be receaued 


into the cueriaſting ret ot the citrizens 
of hea- 


our lord 


E 


OF DYING WEL. 2 
of heave. At theſe woordes the Marchir 
begining to feel in his hart ſome tud- 
daine motioto the change of his lyfe, 
ſayd vnto him againe, o deere father, 
your talk greatiy pleaſeth mee.Tel mee 
I beſeech yow,could yow giue mee ſome 
good inſtructions touching this moſte 
necefſarie point of dying wel? Hereiito 
the Ermite anſwered that he was very 
willing ro make him partaker of ſuch 
yu as alredy himſeif had gotten by. 

is ſtudy in thar ſcience, & there-with- 
al alked him what trade hee liued by, hee 
apſwered that hee was a Marciant, 
wherynto the Ermite added: that the 
arte of a Marchant is to (e] his marcha- 
diſe deer ; and to buy good cheape: yf 
thow then deſire(quoth hee)to make a 
good market, and to buy a treaſure in- 
comparable, and far beyond all eſtima- 
tion, for a litle price, behold heauen 


_ Whichis ſogreatandglorious,and buy 


it with thy temporal goods , giuing 
them to the poore for thee loue of 


Cod. 


Thenthee Marchit beeing deſirous 
to bee 


A D1iatoavs 
to bee furcher. [acistied, aſked him a | 
gaine, ſaying, 0 deere tacher and my 

ood mailter, | pray yow tel mee, yi fo |. 7 
b. that you had a icholler, whome i 


all arces, all exper:mentes and all fcien- 
ces in the worid , other arce would I * 


Il you loued we),ora ſonne, whome you | © 
[| deerely affected, what arte principallie U 
it would you teache him? The Ermite |} * 
| | anſwered : (ctcing a [yade all ſecrets, po 
$4 | 


a 

< 
not initcuct himin chen in the arteto | © 
dy wel , becaule it excelleth eucrie ! 
' other ſcience , theſame being more | * 
neceſſarie , more proatabie and more 4 

| worthie, then the others, as without 0 
the which a man cannot purchaſe pa- 
radiſe, nor eſcape the horrible paynes | | 
of hel. Theſe other artes do reache | 
to diſpute,to ralke,to meaſure, ronume | ' 
ber, to ling, and ſuche like exerciſes, | 
Which are all of. litle value, and only 
vied of men whyle they liue in this mi- | 
ſcrable and tranſicorie lyfe,bur the arte } 
tody wel,teacheth thee to get paradiſe, | 
where each ſcience, and all kynde of | 
knowledge is to bee iound: .By thee li- 
_ beral 


L 
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OF DYING WEE. 2 
beral artes, chow tha: get wordlic go- 
ric and earthly ſubſtance, which molte 


| ſpeedely paſſeth a way: bur by the arce -- 


to dy wel, is gotten the g.oric of hea- 
ven, Which endureth ſor euer, by this. 
arte is our ſoule ſaued, and wee haue 
this life onlic totheend, to learne the 
arte to'dy wel. To this our lord leſus 
Chriſte Corh inuite vs, in many places 


of the goſpe]: as where hee ſaith: Eftore Math.ag. 


parati quia neſciris diem neque | oram, that is 
to ſay: Bee 3c in a reddines, becauſe 
e know not the day nor the: hower. 


| Againe: Eflore pai ati quia qua bore non pu- Lac. 134 


fats films bominu venier, that is: Be ye pre- 
pared becauſe the ſonne of man wil 
come What hower ye think not. To 
come to this knowlege the ſaints and 
true philoſophers haue taken greattra. 
uail and paynes, becaule this ſcience a- 
lone helpeth more then all the other 
ther. In this day and nighrthe ho- - 

lie fathers did exerciſe chemſelues, and 
now cuerie good reiigious perſon and 
rrue deuout Chriſtian putierh all his 
fudie ro learne to dy wel: yea hee is 
not 


A DiartoGves | 
not a true chriſtian,neyther can be cal 
led a wiſeman which doth not pr ocur 
ſome meanes to learne this ſo worthie 
and ſo neceſſarie a (ſcience, withour 
which, none can dy wel, nor conſe. } | 
quently be ſaued. For as ſaint Bernard } * 
ſaith, yenzentem mortem nemo bene excipit, | 
niſi qui ſe ad ipſam dum viueret,bonis operibus 
prepar4uit,that is, No mandoth wel re- | 
ceyue death, bur hee that while hee li. 
ued, did prepare himſelffor it, by good | 
woorkes. 

The paſſage of death beeing then | 
more perilous then any other thing | + 
(tor as muche as that therein either 1s 
loit the ns. good, andeternal } © 
damnation purchaſed, or els the blefſed 
& perpetual telicitie is thereby wonne, | 
and the eucrduring payne of hell is 
thereby auoyded) wee ought with all 

, Caretulnes and diligence to prepare our þ 
(clues for thar i in Which the þ 
whole conclultion and end of all our } | 
doings conliſteth: becauſe hauing made 
this paſſage asit requireth 8 with be. 
hooful meanes, wee become happie for 
euer; 
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OF DYING WEL. 
ever: Whereas coatrariwiſe doing euil 
wee do foreuer loſe the ioyes of para- 
diſe. If a iudge were to giue ſentece in a 
caſe whereon depended thy whole ſub- 


| Race,or yfrhow weare to yeeld accgpte + 
* of lome adminiſtratio or otfice of grear 
| Importance, thow wouldeſt not tynde 


repoſe cither night or day,thow woul- 
deſt not ſleep one hower (oundlie, nor 
eate one morſel of meat with pleafing 
raſte, thow wouldeſt neuer laugh nor 
vie any recreation yntil ſuch tyme as 
thow werrt freed from that perillous 
eſtate and buſineſſe.” Alas then, how 
is the ignorance of miſerable 
wordlings, which beeing to make this 
ſo paintul and dangerous a paſſage 
| 07 cv ag dependeth all our good) 
arryue and come thereunto like 
ynto brute beaſtes, without any prepa- 
ration at all, 
When an impriſoned malefactor 
Pd enceancs ſentence of death and 
eth hee cannoteſcape, oh how 
many waylings, and how many lame- 
tings maketh the wretchein that time, 
ſeing - 


| A DrartoGgve | 
ſeeing that allurediy he muſt foorth- 


'>. With be pur to death, In this caſe are 


| all men living found to bee , againſt 
whome as ſoone as euer they be borne, 


in this miſerable and rrantitorie lyfe, 
the ſcuere ſentence of death is pro- : 


nounced. And fo do wee all ſtand 
in this world, as the malefactor Rtan- 
deth in priſon, condemned ro death Sc 
readie to goe vnto execution, Of 
whome as 1t is (aid, that hee lieth in 
priſon ypon his life, ſo of vs all mayir 


truly bee ſpoken, that wee are in this . 
—_ of the world, and ly ypon our | 
yues , Which beeing conſidered : oh / 
bow much ought wee to weep, and 


how much ought wee to be careful 

and diligent to prepare our felues for 
2ath. | | 

When the marchant had ynderſtood 


all rheſe things, being then brought in< * 


to great perplexitie, he ſaid ynto 
Ermite, o father and mailter I har 


defire that you wal vouchſate ul, ] 


ſtruc mee further in this ſo woorthie 
and neceſl[arie arte,of dying wel, that [ 
may 


| 


OF DYING WEL. 5 
may thereby know by this your chari- 
tie that you haue choſen mee for your 
ſonne and diſciple: and yf in this moſte 
healchtul ſcience you haue any ſecret 
or worthie point, I beſeech you for the 
loue of God before you pas from this 
our mortal lyt ynto the lyf eueslaſting, 
{ rodiſcouer ynto mee theſame, Then 
the Ermite anſwered him, ſaying: my 
| ſonne C welbeloued (choller,now do L. 
know that our Lord is hee,that maketh 
thee toſpeak,, and therefore, I wil nor 
denie thee thy requeſt, Know thow \,_ 
then that I beeing an hundred yeares 
old, am aſſured that the end of my lyfe 
Cannot but bee neere, Wherefore ha- 
uing ſtudied for the ſpace of (eauentie 
yeares, to learne this ſcience of dying 
wel, Ic hath pleaſed almightie God to 
reucal ynro mee ſundry ſ{zcret & eſpe- 
cial poynts of theſame, the which I wil 
communicate and ſhew ynto thee forthe 
c6mo good of all them, that wil learne 
ro'dy wel,to the end that by thy meanes 
they may bee publiſhed ynto the world, 
and efpecialy to ſuch godly and deuott 
| r BD myndes, 
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A DratoGve 
myndes, as aboue all other thingsdefirs 
to obteyne (through the grace ot God) 
the glorie of paradiſe, yt euer then to 
any ſacred ſermon thow dideſt giue at- 
tentiue eare, inſtantly then I pray thee, 
that ynto this preſent diſcourſe , thow 
wilt more then euer bee heedtu] and |} 

- atrentiue, and for the time not to in- |! 
terrupt my (ſpeech. And this —_ ſaid * 


the Ermite began his diſcours as tolloe 
weth, 


THE DIVISION OF HIS 
” NARATION © 


T He doltrine of dying wel conteyneth three 
chapters and typelne golden rules, * 
The firſt fore, inthe firſt chapter, are cal- 
led rules of bealth , for that Whyles Wee arein 
health they teache the means to diſyeſe eur ſel+ 
- mes fordeath, | 
; The other folvre are called in the ſecond 
chapter rules of infirmitte, which Wee ought t6 
obſerue for dying Wel, in our ſicknes. 
' The fore laſl ave called in the _ chap. | 
rer rules of extremytie, becauſe ee are bythem 
f extremy fe or 


- 


_ 
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OF DYING WEL. 6 

inflrufted i fore prencipal pointes Which Wee 

| owg' to ob{erue at the laſt end of our lfato the © 

) end to paſſe ſecurely : be paſſage of death. 

. The nrit chapter thewerh the long 

preparatiqn that a man is'to make du- 

ring«he ryme of his health, | 
T he fecond chapter ſheweth the dif- . 

poſition more neerer Which a man is 

to make 1n the ryme of licknes. 

| The third conteyneth the laſt prepa- 

ration, Which a man is to make cuen at 

the very end ot his lyf, 


) = 
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; THE FIRST CHAP- 
TER CONTEYNING RVYLES 
of health, ſheweth What 4 man ought te 
do about dymg Wel, the Whyle be 1518 good 
bealth, : | 


N O man ought to defer ynto the The Srit 
| laſt hower, to prepare himſelf ro **: 
| dy, but very behooful it is that euery 
- one diſpoſe himſelf during the whole 
tyme'of his lyf, that wel he may paſle 
« laſt paſlage of dearh. Therefore 
| B 2 then 


q 


\ x, 8. 


TIT <a 


. 
: 
i 
: 
: 
: 


#9! 
th14 
'T 
T4 7 
it 
108; 3 
'% ; 
Ri 
: $ 
T1 5 , 
| ( 
i 
1H 
Lats 
TH 


A DiatoGgve 

then whylett chow arte in good health 
_ obſerue and keepe theſe tower fruirful 
rules. The fir{t whereof is this, bee al- 
wayes myndful of death, becauſe rhere. 
in 1s conteyned a great ſecret which 
of few 1s vnderſtooq,& of tewer practi. 
ſed, for that by the onlie meditation of 
death in due manner often vied, ſuffi- 
cient remedie 1s found againſt all our 
ſpirirual intirmities. And therefore Kin- 
ges,Princes, Prelates, and riche men of 
' the worlde, who with all induſtrie do 
put away'fr6 them the remembrace of 
death,do herein greatly ottend, becauſe 
more then any other thing they _ 
to haue itin continuall co{1deration,for 
that to flie the meditation and remem- 
brance of death 1s no other thing, then 
to caſt away from them the grace of 
the holie ghoſte, which bringeth often= 
_ times into the myndes of ſinners , ſuch 
feareful remembrance, to the end that 
being thereby terified, they may more 
eaſclic returne to good lyfe, and attaine 

roeternal felicirie. | 
And to the end that this ſo good and | 
profita- 
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OF DYING WEL. 7 
profitab.e doctcine , may alwayes reſt 


7 fixed in thy mynd, I wilin few wordes 

» } declare vnto thee, the marueylous trui- 

_ } res char proceed of this continual me- 

z |} moric oi dearth, 

PD The fiſt fruce that it produceth js a The fe? 
f bk protound and encyre humilitie : for yf _— 
. ! thow thinkotcentymes on death,thow ot death. 
r doeit abale and put downe as it were 

© perforce, all pryde arrogancie and in- 

of tolencie, & become gentie humble and 

o | meck. For who is hee, that confide- 

of ring in how ſhort a tyme hee is to re- 


| turneto athes can wax proud? we read 
ax | 1u bookes of natural philoſophy that 
Jr the peacock (a molſte faire bird) behol- 


FUE ding the great beaurie ot his gliſtering 
_ ferhers; he reioyſerh grearly,Apreading 
of | out his maruclous faire raile in ſigne of 
n. | his g'adnes : bur efr-ſoones beholding 
'Y ' thee ſoulcnes of his feet, he then be- 
_ cometh alrogether heauie & his pryde 
're | Isabateds&lodainhc hee layeth downe 
ne | his winges and tayle, andtor great ſor- 


row, maketha lamenrtavle crie. Euen 
a man made proud either through 
| B 3 his r1- 
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A Dratocvs *©=© 
his riches, beaurie of 1115 bodie, or by 
glorying in his parentage, or tor other 
worldly cauſes exalted, yt hee ſhaj con- 
fider the milſerie othis end, and in how 
ſhorr atyme all his glorie 1s to be refol- 
ued into ſmoke, he wilbe conitrayned 
to lay a {ide ali pride ot mynde, and to 
cloath himleite with hunuiiite and 
lowlines. 

To this end at the triumphant coro= 
nation ofthe Pope a woorthy cuttome_ 
1s obſcrued, thar a litle rowe becing 
tyed to theend of a ſtaf it is held vp 
and (er on fyre, and beeing in ope view 
ſuddeynlie burnt,on= wil a loud yo.ce 
crieth out ſaying. ' Sic tranſit gloria munds 
Pater ſanfte, that is toſay: Fuenthus (0 
holy Father) paſleth a way the glorie of 
the world, And for this A alſo a 
holy Patriarke deſyrous in that high 
dignitic ro keep himſe|fe humble and 
lowlie,ordeyned,that the makers of his 
toumbe (the worke where of he would 
ſhould continew all the time of his lyfe) 
euerie time that he was In any great 
pompe ſhould appeare betore him _ 

re 


——_— ——_— — —— 


OF DYING WEL, 8 
| tel him how his rombe was iti] in ma- 
king, and that therefore he ſhould pre-. 
pare himſelf tor death : and this he did 
that ſuch rememorance might alvwayes 
inthe middeſt or wordlie honour keep 
him humble and lowhie. 
The other merueylous profit that The ſece 
comech oc the meditation of death, is a *** 
{ ſutficertremed:e againſt couerteouſnes: 
' far the man that perſwadeth himſelf 
| toliuceuer in this world, can neuer be 
corent nor ſatistied with heaping vp of 
riches, but becometh wholy inſatiable: 
_ when hee remebreth that ere it be 
ng he mutt leaue all chings, and can- 
not carie away With him ſo much as 
| onehaltpeny, then —_ he to dif- 
| Piſcall i w goodes of the world : This 
' 1 it which S.lerome wryteth to Pauli- _ 
| nus ſaying: Facile centemnit emnie,qu: ſem. eif-101- 
per cogitat © le moriteru,thatis:he which 
euer hath in mynde that he ſhal dy, 
| dotheaſclie contemne all things. And 
Salomon ſaith that a man liuing long Redefnt., 
In aboundance and glorie ofthe well, | 
; Oughtto remember the darke and ob- 
| B 4 (cure 
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A Draroecvse 
ſcure time of death, which beeing once 
come, ſhal make eucrie man know, 
how vaine and britle haue bene the 
thinges which are paſt and gon. And 
Plato highlie commending this medita« 


tion of death,ſayeth, more worthie phi. ' 


loſophy then this can not bee found, 
Whoſo then detireth in ſhort rime,and 
with caſe to become a pertect philoſo- 


her, yea a godlie man and beloued of 


. God, ler him giue himſelte whoite ro 
thee meditation of death, and he ſhal 


| fyndby ſure experience, that my wor- 


es are neyther talſe nor vaine. 

The third fruit of the remembrance 
of death is, that all deſire of carnal luſt 
is theirby eaſely extinguiſhed. S.Gre- 
gorie watneſleth this, where hee faith; 
Nothing auayleth ſo much to tame the 
defires of the fleſh, then the memorie of 
death, and to think what this poor 
fleſh ſhal become, whea the (foule hath 
left it. 

Theſainctes which wear by nature 
cloathed with frayle and wanton fleſh, 
as wee are, through help of this exer- 
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OF DYING WEL. 9 
Ciſe of the mynd, did caſeite ouercome 
all flcſhlic motions, as it is red of ma- 
ny, and ſpeciallic of an Ermite wha 
beeing much aſſaulted with the remp- 
ration of the fleſh through an imagina- 
tion that the duel pretenced betore 
him of a yong woman that was dead, 
on whome in the tyme of her lyt he 
had bene enamoured, hee digged her 


} *dead body ſtincking and ful of wormes 


out of her graue, and caſting himſelf 
ypon this carcas licked it with his ron- 
gue, and ſmelling the tilthy fauour ſaid 
to his fleſh, go to now cruel and ynta- 
med beaſt, take now thy fil of that 
which thow haſte affeted with an vn- 
meaſurable and diſlolute loue, and (a 
by this meanes hee was freed trom 
this his fleſhly temptation. 

The, fourth commodirie riſing of 
this conſideration is,that not only pride 
couetouſnes and leacherie are thereby 
ouercome , bur alſo euerte other ſinne 
may by it bee auoyded, as the ſcripture 
reſtifierh. In ommbus operibus tuis,memorare 
noufima tas, & in aternum non peccabis. In 

| B 


3 


A Drarocve 


all thy woorkes remember the end,and 


thow ſhalt neuer ſtnne. And to theſame 
effec a holy Abbot ſaid : Semper memer 
efto exitxs tui,& non erit delifti in anima tua, 
that is,remember alwayes thine end, & 
their ſhal neuer bee ſynne in thy ſoule. 
| But what needI to remember thee 

of the merucylous fruits of the tirſt 

rule, which are almoſt innumerable?b 
this chow ſhalt eaſely get patience in al 
thy troubles: for euerie man in trouble 
is greatlie comforted , when he thin- 
kerh that by death all aduerſitie is end- 
ed, and that after death great rewar- 
des are prepared for all thaſe that bee 
truely patient. By this; feare is engen= 
dred inthe foule of a reafonable crea- 
ture, which is the beginning ofthe a- 
mendment of lyf: for who 1s ſo ſence- 
leſfſe,that confidering wel and diligent- 
lie the circumſtices of death, PU not 


from top to toe tremble and quake: 
And yf thow wilt ſay vnto mee, I can- 
nor feare death, rhen muſt I anſwear 
thee, that it proceedeth of theſe cauſes, 
eyther that thow arte not a reaſonable 

| creature, 


4 OB 


ht + wt 


[> as 


[LFOCART TY RL og rr ear» w &- 


at bo; 5 
> CARP 2. 


ve UCL, A AGEING IO; MOB» nn ies 1 1 Þ $I AAA BROIS 5 1 Ys 


wha” 6> 


0B DYING WEL - 10 
creature , or that thaw arce without 
ynderſtanding, or els that rhow art 
ignorant how to confider and think on 
3x wel. Ir 1s no finne to tcare death, 
becauſe this feare is natural, and-was in 
our Sautour Chriſte, in as much as hee 
was man, and wee fynde that the wiſe 
and natural philoſophers had aw> ap+ 
prehenſion of deach: but out of douot, 
it ſhould bee a moſte grizuous & enor- 
mous ſinne, yt for ſuch teare one ſhould 
deſyre to continew X al wayes remaine 


- In this milerable lyfe, yea againft Cod 


almightic hig wil and pleaſure. And che 
feare of death in this manner, is repro- 
ued in holy ſcriptures. It is good then 
to feare death when ſuch feare inducerh 
thee to the teare and loue of God: bur 
It is a veric 1] thing to feare it when 
thow art therby diipoſed to gaine-ſay . 
the holy wil of God, 1 (peak to thee 
of this laudable and profitable feare,and 
therero 1 inuite thee. ſeeing withour ic 
holy men haue nor profited in the per- 
fetion of chriſtian lyfe: I refuſe and 
greatly blame , that other Mgr 

are 


A' Draroecves 

feare of carnal and wicked men. - 

It thow take a cuitome to remem- 
ber death in all rthyne acts and deeds, 
thow wilt become ſo timerous to dif. 
pleaſe almightie God, that thow wile 
Caittrom theeall ſlouch and fluggiſh- 
nes, andthatthis is true, 1s apparant, 
becauſe yf thow ſhouideſt think that 
to morrow thow mult needs dy, (ud- 
deyniie thow wouldelt bee = wel 
diſpoſed to all good woorkes. Oh how 
much almes, how many prayers, how 


great contrition, and what number of | 


reares ſobbes and fighes wguldeſt chow 
make and powre)out? Faſting would 
not bee hard for thee, nor to pardon 
thine enemies,nor yet to make reſtitu- 
tion of eui] gotten goods. And therefore 
when thow art tempted with ſlouth, 
or that wel doing grieueth thee, take 
this pur (of the remembrance of death) 
and therewith prick thyne aſle for- 
ward, driuing him on and ſaying toge- 
ther with Salomon, bettirre thee 2s a 
good , for thow arte to go out of hand 
where thow caſt not woork any more 


for 
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OF DYING WEL, 1 
for thy profit and commodirie. S. Gre. 


goric ſaith, yalde ſe ſoliciter in bone opere, $.Grey, 


ſemper cogitat de extremo fine) that is; 
= maketh himſelf verie diligent in 
woorks, that alwayes thinkerh 
on his laſtend. And Seneca not diſa. 
eing from this our purpoſe ſaith, no-= 
thing helpeth ſo much to temperance in 
all things, as the often thinking vpon 
death: wheerwith thow maieſt dire& 
thy whole lyfe , euen as the gouernour 
of a ſhip doth direct his veſlel, who de- 
firous to bring it wel home into the 
hauen, ſetteth himſelf at the ſterne in 
the endtherof, ſo putting thy (elf by 
conſideration into & end of thy lyfe, 
thow (halt guide thy ſowe to the hauen 
of health. 

Set thy ſelf then continually to con- 
ſider the end of thy lyfe, es yf their 
commeth ypon thee a defire of world- 
lie riches, ſay within thy felf : I muſt 
dy ſhorrtlie, and I may dy cuen this ho- 
wer, itſtandeth mee vpon therefore to 
take heed, that for tranſitorie gayne I 


doe not loſe my ſoule and euerlaſting 
bliſle. 


A DiaroGcve 


bliſſe. If thou bee cempred with am- | 


birion, and worldlie glorie, run imme- 
diathe ro the remembrance of death, & 
lay to thy defire: If I am to dy ſhort- 
lic,and paraduenture to day or to mor- 
row, What need haue I to think how 
to make my (elf great in this world, 
whcre 1am toabyde (o litle and ſhorr. 
atime? So in cuerie other carnal de= 
ſ\re, anÞ1n euerie other temptation 
that may come to thee, _ of ha- 
tr2d, or of enuie,or of pryd, or of glut- 
ronie, alwayes thow ſhalt help thy ſelf 
with the remembrance of death. 

And their ſhaibe no finner fo great, 
that with this onlie remedie wel yſed 
and practiſed, ſhal nor be ablero leaue 
finne , and ro do trew pennance with 
perſeueration. And note that this re- 


medie although it bee profitable to all, 


yetis it much more profitable to be- 
g:nners, andto thoſe that be nouices in 
the way of our Lord, then to others 
thatbe wel forward orcome to per- 
feftion. Therefore (as a holie father 
ſaith) tor thoſe thathaue gotren an ha- 

| p bit in 


oO” DYING WEL, 12 
bitin ſinne , and for the beginners in 
ſpiritual lyfe,the remembrice of death 
18no lefle neceſlaric and needful then 
daylic bread ynto the lyfe of the bodie: 
yea it is Wrytten, that without (uch re- 
membrance hardlie any one can bee (a- 


ued, for the ſcripture ſaith : without gcdctut.s. 


feare no man is iuſtified, which feare is * 
Wourt to proceed of the remembrance 
of death. Seeing then thar thow kno- 
weſt ſufficientlie the medecine for all 
thy ſpiritual infirmities, yf thow do 
not pur it in practiſe yiing it when 
thow haſte need, the fault ſhalbe thine. 
And yf thow wilt be a diligent ob- 
ſeruer of this yniuerſal remedie, at the 
laſt end of thy lyfe, that may betrewlie 
fayd of the , Which a biſhop called 
Theophiyus , ſaid vpon his death bed 
ynto the abbot Arſenius. Bleſſed arc 
thow Arſenius, which haſte alwayes 
had before thine eyesthis laſt hower of 
death. 

The Marchant hauing with much 
attenfion heeded theſe the Ermites 
woords, and not Without great c6ten- 
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| A DiartoG we 
tation receaued thereby the aforeſaid 
fru'tes, beeing tilled with a kynd of ſpi- 
ritual {weetnes, hee ſaid vnto the Ere-. 
mate: Father, ofrwo thinges | do much 
meruaile, the firſt is , that ſo few by 
tiz1s (o eatie way of the remembrance 
ot death,cudeuour themſclues to ger fo 
many maruey:ous ſpiritual commodi- 
ties : the ſecond 1s, how it cometh to 
patle that many think and remember 
thcmſeiues of their lyues laſt hower, 8& 
yet notwithſtanding do not attayne to 
one of the leaſt of theſe truits and mar- 
ueyious commodities. 

To rhis an([wered the olde Ermite, I 
ſhal not be able(my ſonne) without tea- 
res to an(were thee , if I afloyle thy 
propounded queſtions,ſfeeing 1o great a 
muititude of chriſtians to bee damned, 
which ſoeaſilie might ſaue them(elues, 
for | am by fraternal charicie conſtrai- 
nedto this grief and compaſlsion of the 
3gnorance and negligence of the world. 

To the firſt then I an(were, that the 
world is fo ful of ſo greatignorances 
and blyndnes, and the health of ſoules 
{olicle 


| 


OF DYING WEL. 13 
ſo litle or -nothing cared for , that ane 
ducar.ot go.d, or one carnal conten- 
tation is more eſtemed then a thow- 
ſand heauens. The leaſt thought or 


care,that woridlings haue now adayes, 


 15sof their (aluation. Therefore it is not 


to bee marucyled at that ſo few be (a- 
ued, bur it is to bee woundered art, and 
a thing ro make euene man amaſed, 
thatin a reaſonnable humain creature 
can raigne (o great blyndnes and fo lit- 
le care of a thing of (o great a weight as 
his ſaluation. To the [econd | ay, the 
cauſe therot is , that they know not 
how they ſhould think on death, for 
their thoughts thereon are ſuperficial 
and thort and not vſed with due mea- 
nes: and therefore it is no meruayle yt 
of ſuch cogitation they carie a way lit- 
le or no fruiteatall. Few preachers of. 
this ryme haue care to teach, in what 
manaer a man ought fruirfullie ro me- 
ditate and think vpon his death. Some 
becauſe they neyther think vpon it 
them(elues,nor take delyre in it,as they 
that be more (eculer and wordlie then 

C holie 


A Dratocvs 
holie and reiigious. Some others dif 
gdayne to handle a matter ſo baſe,laying | 
they be things for women and fimpie | 
folkes, and therefore they goe aloft 5% 
the toppes of trees, diſputing hig 
things without fruit, and do nor ice - 
that the principal intent of a preacher 
ought to bee, to reach the way to ſalua- 
tion , the which confiſteth in rooting } 
our of vice and planting of yertue : -_ 
_ do both the one and the other him- 

E | - 
' Nothing truely is more apt and pro- 
fitable than the continual remembrace 
of death , and the meditation therof 
vcd and practiſed as it ought to be. By 
this meane all! wyſe men haue come to 
be good Chriſtians. And all Catholyke 
DoRors with all their learning, haue 

not found a better way to ſhonne ſinne 
and follow yertue, then the reniem. 

brance of death. Wyſe Salomon, di- 
uyne Plato, moral Seneca, yeaand all 

our holy men of tyme paſt,as wel lear-' 
ned as vnlearned , haue of one accord 
cofirmed & approued this our doAtrine 

of death, 

| 
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— OF DYING WEL. i 

> | of death both with woords and deeds, 

g | Omnie the miſcrabie and ill Chriſtians 

& | bethole, that make therart a icaſt, and 

| mock and ſcorne it , but in the end 

4 they wil fynde themſe;ucs mocked and 

e 4 deceaued. 

rx. Then ſaid the Marchant, let vs let 

- | others go at their peril, that wil nor 

ſeek to , ſaued, and iet ys attend to 

: our oWne faluation; Wherefore with 

i= |} | great deſire I look that you vouchlafe 
}-roinſtrut mee, in What manner the 

> | remembrace ofdeath ought to be vied, 

re | that it may bring found the fruits a- 

of } bouec rehearſed. The Ermite anſwered, 

y | yf1 yeild cothy deſire, I doubt I ſhalbe = 

ro | to long, yet conſidering that moderate 

ke | Icngthin adocrineprofitable and ne- 

ne } ceſlaric is not reprehenſible, eſpeciallie 

ne } Wwhenthe hearer is wel diſpoſed, it ſhal 

me. } not be grieuous ynto me in the firſt 

di-4 rule to lengthen my (peach more then 

all} 1 thought, for thy greater profit and Themes: 

ar. } better contentation. Marke then that the cem:m- 

2rd } bythree meanes a man may haue thee J'2ne of 

ne} remembrance of death , the which ſkal profic. 

th,: C 2 bring 
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The ſecond 
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bring thee to raſte thereof in ſuch wiſe, 
that exerciſing thy ſelf in them , thow| 


ſhalt rep the fruites before 'mentio-: 
ned. | ] 


heare ſpeaking and preaching of 
terrible conditions & paynes of @#t 
and willinghe to read ſpiritual b&o 
where that matter is hadled, and where 
the ſtories andexamples bee written 


A Dratocvese 
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The firſt meane is , willinglie.to 


many perſons, which by teare of death 
haue bene conuerted. Forſuch exam» 
ples help much, and not a licle moue 
finners to repentance. 

The ſecond meane much more ef- 
feualthen the firſt, is willinglie and 
oftentimes to go to ſee men when they 
bein the agonic of death, and whe th 
_ out of this lyfe, and when they 

orne ynto their graues: and beſyd 
ro accuſtome to viſit Churche-year 
and monuments and (epulchres of 
dead. 

Oh how profitable is ſuch an exe1 
ciſe as this, yf it bee vſed with a d 
and di creet colideration: where-vpon 
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OF. DYING WEL, I5 

the wiſe man laith; it 1s better to go in- Eccl.cap.7. 
- to the howſe of mourning, then to the 

howſe of fealting, Wheare the dead bee 
lamented , there occaſion 1s geuen ys 

to remember our (clues of the end ofall 

men. 

And the better to print this remem- vey 
brace in themſelues, {ome haue taken a ©2uſeth re- | 
dead mannes head , and kept ir in a (c- 
cretplace, and certaine tymes in the 
week (ett before their eyes, and verie 

wel and diligentlie conlidered it, and 
by way of imagination kept long talk 
With ut, and this not euerie day bur 
ef. once or twiſe a week, becauſe it ſo mo- 
ind} ueth,more our affeftion, then it would 
hey do yf cuerie day wee ſhould ſee the- 
hey ſame: for by long cuſtome being once 


y made familiar ynto vs, it would moue 
1desf VS nothing ar ail. 
i A great linner that ſome tyme vſed 


theſame , aſked divers queſtions of a 

dead mannes ſkul which he kept, as 

cer} thus,tel me yfirpleaſe the (o Iothſome 
and defor med head, whole head haſte . 

pon thow bene and what Cauſe hath made 

| C 3 thee (o 
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A Drartocvs i 
bring thee to raſte thereof in ſuch wiſe, 
that exerciſing thy ſelf in them , thow 


ſhalt re2p the fruites before 'mentio- 
ned. | 


The firſt meane is , willinglie.to 
heare ſpeaking and preaching of”: 
terrible conditions & paynes of &#&& 
and willinglie to read (piritual boo 
Where that matter is hadled, and where 
the ſtories andexamples bee written 
many perſons, which by teare of death 
haue bene conuerted. For ſuch exame 
ples help much, and not a litle moue 
finners to repentance. 

The ſecond meane much more ef- 
feualthen the firſt, is willinglie and 
oftentimes to go to ſee men when th 


bein the agonic of death, and whe they 
_m out of this lyfe, and when they b 
orne ynto their graues: and beſyd 

to accuſtome to viſit Churche-yeards 
and monuments and (epulchres of 
dead. 

Oh how profitable is ſuch an ex 
ciſe as this, yf it bee vſed with a d 
anddi creet cofideration: where- 
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| OF DYING WEL, I5 
iſe, } the wiſe man laith: iris becter to go In- Eccdl.cap.y. 
wi to the howſe of mourning, then to the 
io. | howle ot fealting, Wheare the dead bee 
4 lamented, there occaſion is geuen ys 
to remember our ({ciues of the end of all 
men. | 
And the better to print this remem- xe 
brace mm themſelues, ſome haue taken a ©uſeth re- 
dead mannes head, and keprtit in a ſe- | 
Cretplace, and certaine tymes in the 
Week ſet it before their eyes, and verie 
wel and diligentlie conlidered it, and 
by way of imagination kept long talk 
'with at, and this not euerie day but 
ef. once or twiſe a week, becauſe it ſo mo- 
and} ueth,more our affection, then it would 
hey do yt cuerie day wee ſhould ſee the- 
hey ſame: for by long cuſtome being once 


y be made familiar ynco vs, it would moue 
ydee] VS nothing at ail. 
2rds A great {inner that ſome tyme vſed 


theſame , aſked divers queſtions of a 

dead mannes ſkul which he kept, as 

= thus,tel me yf ir pleaſe the (o lothſome 
J and deformed head , whole head haſte | 

pon thow bene and what Cauſe hath made 

the "C3 thee (o 


A Dratoavs 
thee ſo vgle?where bee thy tine yealow 
heares? where 1s thy faire white fore- 
head? where is thy cleare ſhyning eyes? 
where 1s thy tongue that ſo wel could 
ſpeak? where be a!l the liuclie ſences of 
thy bodie? where 1s thy face (o goodlie 
and ſo faire? where is thy trim delicate 
kin and fleſh? Thow arte now without 
a noie,, withouteyes, without eares, 
thow haſte not ſo much as one haire 
lefc ypon = head. : what rafor hath 
bene (o cruel that it hath ſhauen away 
all chy haire and fleſh; euen to the very 
bone? who hath taken away thy beau- 
tic? who hath made thee ſo monſtrous 
and i] favoured ? whereof cometh fo 
8 deformitie? Thaw arte to vs that 

eltuing (o horrible and vglic to be- 
ho!d, that thow purteſt euzrie one in 
feare. 

The head with lamenting voyce & 
wayling woordes he imagined to an- 
(were him thus, I was the head of a 
OE ge Wat and mighrie, 
which in the ſhort ryme of my flouriſh. 
ing youth gave my ſelfe whells to w 

nal: 
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pal luſt and wordite pleaſures. I took 
no heed ot my fachers admonitions, 
godlic taik I ycrerlie diſpiſed, mocking 
ump'e and deuour people : and belee- 
uing that I ſhould haue bene alog tryme 
happie in the world, I never thought . 
ypon death. | was alrogether drowned 
in worldlie delires, and (o liuing in io- 
licy , tinging,dauncing and laughing, [ 
was tudain:y aſſaulred, with a ſudain &- 
dead.ie dilzaſe , in which ſeeing my 
ſcif in ſo (Lorta tyme depriued of all 
my ioy, and in a manner deſperate be- 
Cauic i had neuer done good workes, 
I began with my ſelf not withour 
fore grones and deep ſighes to confider 
myne eſtace , ſaying : alas vnhappie 
that | am, I ſce my lelfe depriued otall 
thinges that did delight mee : o poor 
yongman whererto am I now brought? 
I muit leaue the worldthat I did loue 
ſo much : alas what helpeth me now 
my vading goodlie beaurie, in this mi- 
ſcrable {tate ? o cruel death , how bit- 
ter is the remembrance of thee to a 
merie harte, which hath alwayes flou, 


C 4 riſhed 
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riſhed in delightful pleatures?. o how. 
horrible 15 thy preſence to a youngman: 
healchtul,luſtic and beauretui,& iv him; 
that takerth delight onelic jn worldl:e: 
pleaſures and proſperities: I ſce thow 
comeſt to meelyke. a traytor, with de- 
ceytes, laying wayt for my Jyf, I feel 
thow byndett mee hand anu toor, and 
by thy cruel forces ſuddayn}ie bound 
and taken, I fre I am drawne as a 
thief, and maletactor to the miſerable 

uniſhment of myne end : ſeeking ayd 
in (o great ſorrow and payne I tinde 
no help nor ſuccour, neyther of riches, 
nor of freinds,nor yet of kynsfolkes, & 
why?the hower appoynted of God is 
.comme, ' mult needs go, and I know 
noe whether, I depart trom this wor!d 
that I loue ſo wel,l leaue all my world- 
lie goodes, and my worldlie feliciric 
greatly againſt my wil: and ſo weeping 
and howling without hope of Gods 
help, I was of cruel death preuented 
and in a moment loſt all my proſperi- 
tie, the wreched ſoule was aſsigned to 
the cuerlaſting paynes of hel, and my 
| corrup- 
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OF DYING WEL. 17 
corruptibie bode loſt a!l his beautie, 
and became lothſome and ttinking, & 
the food of Ww ormee., 

This tinner with this head made 
many other long diſcourſes , and had 
many imagined ſpeaches, tul of com- 


. punction and verie proitable to h:m 


that defireth tody wel, the which d:d 
in ſuch wiſe imprint in his mynd the 
remembrance ot death, as thereby hee 
protited great!y in the way of ſaluation, 
tor he thought, that all the miferies a- 
boue mentioned hee might proue in 
himſelf, yf lee ſhould nor againſt the 
hower of death be wel prepared. 

But to be ſhort, I leaue this ſecond 


mean,and come to the third, the which 


is yer of much more effect, then eyther 
the- firſt or the ſecond. The reaſon 
whereof may ealilie be comprehended, 
for inthe firſt the miſerable paines and 
anguiſhes of death are heard with the 
eares, in the ſecond they be as it weer- 
ſeene with theeyes, bur in the third 
wee fcel them in our ſelues. The hea- 
ring ſurely doth moue much, the ſeein 
C5 dot 
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doth yet moue more, but the feelin 
farre more mouetn then either of 
the other. Yfchen the tirlt and ſecond 
mean to meditate vpon death do not 
moue thee , take the third; which is 
prac.ſed in this manner, [Imagine with 
all che forces ot thy mynd, that thow: 
arr preſentiie in thac laſt ſicknes , in 
which chow ſhalt be compelled to patle 
from this lyte to another, and thow 
ſhair rransforme into thee all thoſe ac- 
cidents, which in that hower may hap- 
pen thee , and make them with thy. 
mynde preſent ynto thee, intentiuelie 
conſidering all rhe anguiſhes , ſorro- 
wes and paynes of that hzauic & dole- 
ful ryme , as though now preſentlie 
thow weareſt in the verie agonie of 
death, and think thereon nor as it ſhal 
come, but as yf een now at this in- 
ſtant thow dideſt feel in thy (elf the 
verie paynes and agonie thereof: with 
thy thought then and with thyne ima- 
gination,thow ſhalt ſuppoſe that thow 
art in thy bed, forſaken of che phititiss, 
as 0n2 withour all hope of recouering | 

bodilie 
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bodilie health, when thy togue faylerh 
thee, the (ences of thy boaie ceaſe ro 
do their woonted offices, thow (eeiit no 


more, nor more ſhal cuer {ce in this 


lyfe, thow (pzakeſt not, nor euer ſhale 
in this world ſpeak more, eyther wel 
or i], thow hearelt no more, thow ea- 
teſt no more, thy pulſe is ſcarſclie to be 
perceyued,thy bodie in all partes yexed 
with payne forſaketh thee, thy mem- 
bers moue no more, thow lieſt in thy 
bed hike an image of wood or ſtone, 
thow (weateſt trom top to toe for ex- 
tream payne and torment, their doth 
remaine in thee but a litle breath, and 
in this manner, ſorrowing, gaping, for 
breath and ({triuing with death , chow 
lyeſtfor alitle ryme in ſuch horrible & 
terrible paynes, both of mynde and of 
bodie,as in this lyfe thow neuer dideſt 
feel (o bitrer griefes, The ſynful ſoule 
ſcing herſelf forſaken and abandoned 
of the bodie, whome ſhe loued (o deer- 
lye, with deep ſighes (her eſtate tho. 
rowlie weyghed)knoweth ſhe can haue 


neyther fuccour gor help of the world 


in this 


A Draroove 
inthis her extream need : and therfore 
on her owne part Willing to comfort 
and helpe her ſelf, beginnerh to think 


on her workes,yf yet in them ſhe mighe 


finde ſome refuge: bur not able co tnde 
in her (elf any other workes then 
weightie and wicked vices, ſhe maketh 
far greater ſorrow then before. Yer 
ſearching yfon any ſyde ſhe might finde 
refreſhing in this her hard and bitrer 
caſe, ſhe then with wayling tourneth 


her ro the mercie of God, but there. - 


withal knowing this her conuerfion to 
riſe of ſeruile feare ſeerth her (elf not in 
this laſt hower woorthie of mercie,bur 
rather of all rigour of juſtice, foorth- 
with is wholy cotounded,nort knowing 
how toeſcape this horrible and feare- 
ful iudgement of the moſte great & iuſt 
iudge, before whome the poore and yn- 
happy ſoule is now to bee called to ap- 
peere in irrdgemer, & to render a gene- 
ral accompr of all her actios eue to the 
teaft thought; then the ſorrowfull ſoule 
ſceing her ſelf in fo great extremitie, 
and not able to ſatisfie {o great a iudge: 

becauſe 
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becauſe ſo ſtrait an accompr is demai- 
ded of her,as of ail her worldlie goods, 
ot her worldlic honours, of the mem- 
bers of her bodie, and of their powers, 
and how ſhe hath vſed them to the ho- 
nour of her creatour,and the miſerable 
ſoule not knowing what to anſ(weare, 
the eyes of her ynderſtanding beeing 
opened, the knoweth that ſhe 1s not of 
her (clf by the giltineile of her owne c6- 
(ciece woorthie of glorie bur deſerueth 
payne, and therefore ytterly deſperate, 
ſeeing ſhe can tyndeno rehiefto eaſe her 
ynſhunnable payn, but rather the en- 
creaſe,therof ſeeing the diuels appeare 
before her with moſte foule and vglie 
ſhapes,like fiers lyons watching to de- 
uour her , ſhe then more vnhappie 
than any other creature, in thar inſtant 
feeleth ſuch bitter grief and ſorrow, 
that ſhe is forced for yvehemencie of her 
vnſpeakable paſs:ons , to forſake for 
euer her miſerable and contemprible 
bodie. And ſo (uddaynlie taken by thoſe 


' cruel fiendes of hel, ſhe is with ſuch 


griefas cannot bee yttered bound and 


brought 


he 
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brought againſt her wil,to that ynhap- 
pie and forrowful countrie, where 
habe caſt in burning tire ſhe their re- 
mayaeth in euerlalting wo and payne: 
and the dead carkas now become car- 
ri0n, and all foule and ſtinking, with a 
litle ſound of belles, and with weeping 
teares of kinstolkes is brought vnto the 
graue,wherecafter it is put in the groud, 
it 1s ſoone deuoured of wormes, & tur- 
ned into earthvand aſhes. And then is 
verified , the ſaying of Dauid in the 
Pſalme, Peryt memoni« en cum ſonun , Of 
tſins in eternum permanet, that is: his me- 
morie hath periſhed with rhe ſound, & 
the iuſt abydeth for cuer, and thus is 
the end of this woxldes pomp and 
glorie. 

Of how great effe@ the remembrace 
of death may bee, 1s ſhewed by _ 


-examples, and chiefly by that whic 


John Climacus recyteth of a moſte 
negligent and keycold _—_— man, 
who raken with a grieuous fticknes, was 
within a while rapt in ſpirit, and when 


his ſoule was (as it weer) cleane ſepa- * 


rated 


; 
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rated from the bodie, hee ſaw the iult. 
judgments of God, & afterward beeing 
rerurned to himſelf, by & by he deſpat- 
ched away all thoſe that then wear 
with him his (el, and their ſhut him- 
ſeif vp, and hued with bread and wa- 
zer x1. yeares, neuer ſpeaking to any 
erſon {ſo much as one woord, yntil 
ons was neer ynto death, that then the 
other monkes defirous to receaue, of 
him ſome good inſtructions did break 
open his chamber door and entred in 
ynro him,and prayed him that it might 
not bee grieuous ynto him, in this his 
laſt hower,to ſpeak in the way of cha- 
ritie, for the edification of others, and 
diſcloſe vnto them in what manner (o 
ſudaynlic from (o great negligence, hee 
Was come to (0 great pertection, who 
after much intreatic, made them this 
anſwere: pardon mee ybl do no: vie 
many words, and aflure your (clues, 
none can euer finne gricuouſiy which 
haue the true teeling of the remebrance 
of death. The monkes buried him 
with great deuotion, but the next day 
following 
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following, when his bones were ſought 
by ſuch as detired ro reuerence them, 
they wear not tound, Whereby they 
knew how much the feeling in deed of 
the remembrance of death doth pleaſe 
God, and what effect it woorkcth, and 
how expedient it is for them that des: 
fire to become good : ſince that in one 
moment it can make euen thoſe thar 
bee verie negligent, zealoully diſpoſed 
and moſt ieruenc ro euerie good woork, 
And now ſeeing thar with more pro- 
Iixitie then I ment [| haue handled thn 
firſt rule, the more to ſhew the ytihtief 
thereof, the ſhorter wil I now enforce 
my (elf ro be in the rules tollowing. 


_—_—_—— 


'} The ſecond { & H x ſecond principal rule of the 
a | arte to dy wel confitteth in diſpo- 
; ſeing of a mannes laſt wil and relta- 
ment, for a«wyſeman ought not to dy 

without making his teſtament. And 
although hce bee willing to make it, 

= ought hee not to deferre it to the 

aſt extremitie. Therefore ſaid Iacob 

Geneſ.z3, to Laban,luſium eſt,vt alzquando domut mea 
diſponam: 
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, that is to ſay: Ic is meet, that 
without any more adoe I diſpoſe of 
my howſe. And Eſay laid ro Ezechias 
\orl kingof Iudea: Diſpone downs tue , guiay Reguma 20, * 
as | marierio m3 vizes, thatis : ſer thy howle 
wmorder, for thow ſhaltdic, and nor 
Fs live, : Hee thatat the beginning of his 
Gcknes maketh his reſtament, may the 
better prouyde for himſelf and his kin- 
\eg} Te; becauſe he taketh the firter opor- 
ork, | Funintie'to do it with greater foreſighe 
—__ and _—_— and is more readdie af- 

 terward at the point of death to attend 


litiek *O the health of his (oule. ' 
WW” The diuel doth his endeuour to make ? 
| theedefer the making of thy teſtament, 
" FT rotheinterthat after when thow ſhalt 
© the be grieucd with thy ficknes , thow 
ſpo- mayeſt alſo be troubled with thy chil- 


dren and kinred , who all fek their 

dy} One commoditie and litle care for thy 
"ha J ſoules health. Therefore yf chow bee 
wy, thow wilt make thy teſtament 


wY ſo ſoone as thow canſt: and to the end 
Q ack thow mayeſt make it as it be heuerh & 
a with the more commoditie I wil teach 


nam: D | thee 
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thee certaine ſecrets concerning the- 
ſame. 

Firſt then I muſt pur thee in remem- 
brance thar thow do not tomuch rruſte 
ynto freindes or kinsfolkes, when they 
promiſle thee to do good for thy foule 
after thy death, for yf in thy lyf tyme 
thow wilt bee negligent ro procare 
help and neceſſary prayers for thy ſelf, 


far more negligent wil they bee when 


thow arte gone. This is ſo playnlie 
feene eueric day by magiteſt experiece, 
that it would ſeeme a thing veterly 
needles to go about to proue it. | 
- Secondlic I am to aduerrtiſe thee. that 
thow caſt not make any legacies which 
can bee more profitable for thy ſoule, 
then legacies ro haue maſles ſayd for 
thee, the which is proued by all the di-- 
uines, & chiefly by Gabriel Beele vpou 
the canon ofthe Matfle, and by the An- 
gelical DoorS. Thomas Aquinas vp6 


the fourth of the ſentences, Who at-. 
firmethe Male to bee alwayes anayle- 


able to the ſoules that are in purgatorie, 
yea although the prieſt which ſaid t 
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were in deadlie finne, becauſe he as 
the miniſter; ſayeth irtin the perſon of 
the Churche milirant, Which is euer ac- 
ceptable ynto God. 

Thirdlie I aduile thee, that thow or- 
deyne and appoynt thy legacies in ſuch 
wyſe, as without delay after thow be 
dead , they may beeperformedand thy 
wil executed, alwel tor the matſles, as 
for the almes which thow ſlalc lane 
to be beſtowed. For (as Iohn Gerfon 
ſayth) far better it 1s to haue tliem ſaid 
gut of hand,then rocaric dit22rs feares, 
becauſe rhe ſooner they be iaiw the 
ſvoner the ſoules be delinered out of 
the pavnes 07 purgatorie. 

, Fovurrhlie I oat put thee 1n mynde 
w confette thy. {e!f, and to conmmuni-- 
cate þeforg wow nake thy teſtament, 


'For when thereby chow art the more 


in the fauour of Cod, legagies of almes 
& inaſles do far more auaile thee, then 
1+ thow weert out of the Rate of grace. 
I iis 16 grotinded vpon the do:tring 
FS. TV! nom as in the iourth of the ſort. 


rnces,*1 1 re hoe faith. the farrfaction 
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inieyned ot the cotifeflor made when 
thow art indcadly finne doth not take 
away the payne ofthe finne remitred? 
although the opinion of Scotus, Which 
holdeth the contrarie , bee more fauo- 
rable, bur yet in our caſe 1 iudge that of 
S.'Thomas to be the more ſure. 

Laſtly there is come ro my mynde 
an other thing ro remember thee of, 
which I heard of that noble capitaine 
Bartholomew of Bergamo , which 1s, 
that yfthow wilt make a ſingular good 
teſtament and a perfe& preparation, to 
dy wel ; then beare thy felt alwayes in 
ſuch forte whileſt thow art aliue, and 
lerthy wordes bee fo. charitable dire& 
andcleere cocerning thy laſt wil in thy 
Iyfe ryme, thar after thy death no man, 
may haue uſt cauſe to complayne of 
thee. Yf thow arte a ſecular man in 
thus doing thow ſhaltleaue thy heyres 
in peace without ſtryf, which is the beft 
inheritance that thow maiſt leaue vnto 
them, & moreover rhow doeſt therein 
the berter prouyde for thy ſaluation & 
theirs, and therefore chow oughteſt in 

| any 
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any Caſe to ollerue this good & profita- 
ble leſso in the making of thy teſtamer. 

Bur yt chow bee a Gricual man not 
bauing worldlie goods to diſtribute, - 
| thow mayeſt make a piritual reftamet, 
| after the example of many ſainRes, 

which haue Goken in their teſlaments 

nat of wordlie wealth & carthlie poſ- 
ſe{$ions, bur of ſpiritual and heauenly 
4 rhinges, 


! H =» third rule of the arte to dy Thet 
| wel, which is to bee practiſed in **: 
. health, is daylie prayer to obtayne at 
{| Gods hides a good and Jaudable death. 
For as without Cod his grace no man 
ca do any good or meritorious woork, 
nor think my good thought ſo a good 
death withour his grace wee can in no 
wyle look for. Therefore wee oughe 
4+ euecrieday to pray vnto God, that he 
 Wilfor his infinite goodnes graunt vs a 
| good and happie end. Inobleruing rhe 
cuſtome ſo to pray , S. Auguſtine, and 
S. Catherine of Siena were wont to (ay 
this verſe of the Plalme, which is veric 
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tit for the purpoſe. 1humina oculos me8; 


ne Tuquam obdormiam in morte ne quando ti- 
6at inimicus mus , preudlui aduerſus enm. 
That rs, lighten myneeyes that 1 tleep 
not in death, lealt that ar any ryme my 
cnemy fay. I haue preuaited agailt 
him. And yfthow cank tay none other; 
at leaft thow ſhalt ſay a Pater nefter*and 
Aue Maria deuourly cutrie day; with this 
inret1o'thar God wil geue thee grace to 
dy Iyke a true chriſtian, And although it 
be athing very coueniet for the obray- 
ning of ſuch ſingular grace to have te- 
courle to the Forious mother ot God, 
as al(d to the apoſtles, martirs,cofetJors, 
virgins & other ſamres in heaue: yet ne - 
uertheletJe-rhow oughrelt particularly 
to inuocate the ayd of thy good angeh, 
who for ſo much as hee hath a particu- 
lar care ouer rhee, wil not taile in that 
{o dangerous and perillous an howre 
to albiſt thee with a linguler and fpe- 
clal help. Some bee accuſtomed to fay 
this prayer. O Domine [cſu Chrifle depre- 
cor te projter illam amaritudinem , quam jro 
we 91/cropeccatore ſuſlinutſit in eruce,maxime 
quando 
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OF DYJNG WEL. 24. 
quando nobilfiima anima tna egreſſa &ft de 
corpore 80 ,tniſerere anime mee in egreſſu ſu, 
Amen. | hatis: O Lord leſu C htiſte, I 


| ,beſeech thee for that bitternes , which 


tor mee wretched ſinner thow didt .. 
endure .on the croſle, eſpetialy when 


thy moſte noble (oule went foorth of 


thy body , haue mercy vpon my ſoule 
when ſhaldeparte out of my body, A: 
chanon reguler of the order of $, Au- 

uſtyne, attcr his death appearing to a 
treindot his, told him, that by meanes 
of this prayer, which hee had ordinarily 
in his lyte ryme (aid cuery day, there 
was graunted ynto him a vgrie good 


. happie and quiet death. Yf thow ſhalt 
.then daylie vie {o ro recommend thy 


ſelt ro God, to the faincts and angels, 
thow mayelt hope neuer to be abando- 
ned of them in that caſes And although 
in time of peltilence or of war, thow 
fynde thy (elf depriued of all man- 
nes help, do not doubt : For in that 
hower thy good angel and the (aindts 
wil not tayle of their delired helpe.in 

| D 4 due 
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due tyme, as it is knowne to haue hap- 
pened to many that truſted ir} rheir 


ayd. 


The fourth H » fourth rule, which ought ro 

laſt rale. . B; be obſerued in health is called 
morrtitication. - The deuout men-thar 
haue treated of this doctrine, wryte, 
that a man ought euerie day to dy, thar 
1s ro (ay, to mortific his proper paſsions 
& (ences, as for example,one doth abuſe 
thee in wordes, thy paſsion would an- 
(were him,and thow wouldeſt nor (uf- 
fer him to tt#ad thee (as it weer) vnder | 
his feet , but thereby thow ſhouldeſt | 
ſhew thy (elfnotto haue mortityed thy 
affe tions, whereas holding thy peace 
and” mortifiyng that violent motion, + 
thow ſhouldeſt ſhew thy felfe to bee 

dead to the world, and that thy reaſon i 
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comaunderth our thy inferiour affec- 
rions. 

When thyne eye would ſee and be- 
hold a beautiful creature, yfthow re- 
flraine thy deſire, thow ſhalt morrihe 
9 it, but 
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! it, but yf chow ſutfter thy (elf to be = 


ried aWay by ſenſualitie, thencait thow 
not be called dead ynto rhe world but 
aliue. Therefore it 1s ſaid of holy men, 
that yf thow detire to dy a trew chri- 
ſtian, and at theend of thy lyfe toeniay 
everiaſting blifle, i behouerh thee 
eucrie day Whileſt thow luett many 
times tody. And thus oftentymes dy- 
ing ſpiricually , thow ſhalt learne the 
arte to dy wel, and ſafelie and withour 


| feare come to the end of thy T5fe, with 


good preparation, and their ſhalbe ve- 


Tified in,thee the ſaying of bleſſed S. 


Gregorie the great, when hee faid: New 
nmebu facere, quod ſe noverit bene didiciſſe, 
that is to ſay: hee ſhal not feare rodoo 
that , which hee knoweth hunſelf ro 
haue learned wel to do. | : 

And thus haſte thow ſomwhat. vn- 


| derſtood, how thow oughteſt to pre- 


pare thy (elf for death in ryme of 
heaith, which is practiſed beforehand, 
andin it conliſteth fowre rules or prin- 
Cipal points, the firſt is called the re- 
membrance of death, the ſecond, the 

D's making 


ADiaroove 
making} of thy teſtament : the third 
prayer: the fourth, mortification. 

And:now come wee to the (econd 
parte Where wee ſtal ſpeak more 
briefly of the preparation a man ought 
ro make ; when hee beginneth rv _ 
ſick, and it conteynefh fowre other 
principal rules. 


an 
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THE SECOND CHAPTER 
Whereis is principally treated of tle prepg« 
r4tion Which 4 man ought to make in the 
begining of ſicknes , and conteyneth ſobre 
principal rules. 


. H x firſtrule is, that when thow 
. A feelcſt thy (clfe deprived of health, 
thow do think by and by,thatalmighrie 
God, whois the chief goodnes , is bee 
that ſ{enderh thee this ticknes for the 


greater weal of thy ſoule, and to the | 


end that thow ſhouldeſt leaue thy euil 
lyf: or els yfalreadie thow haeſt amen- 


d thy cuil lyfe, that then thow mayeſt 


bee preſerued in good lyfe with greater 
pertection.. 'The wyſeman fayd : Infir- 
hs mitts 


es 
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* | wird gratis ſobriam facis animam , that is 
tolay* A grieuous ſicknes maketh the 
| { wule ſober. And Dauid faith tMaltipl- 
| 6416 ſunt infimuates eorum , poſits acetlera- 
w1Knm: thatis, 'Vheir infhirmitics weare 
' multiplied , and atterward they made 
haite : Theretore tins {icknes withour 
doubr being leat. thee ot -God torithy 
protic, rhow oughelt ro_receyue with 
great patience, and thank him for his 
pites, for a!thoughrheſe ſtrypes-and 
' tatherlie corrections attlict and greeue 
| the bodie, yer they cure rhe touie2'and 
| ofthis thy prayſe-woortme patience, 
| many good fruires thal follow. : Firſt ir þ 
{ thoww ſhalt greaciy.meric in the light of 2102 
| God, being conformable to his iutt and 
| | Holfe wil andplea(ure, and it fhalbe a 
farisfactio for thy tinnes: and the more, 
in that thow ſhalt the more eafilie ſuf- 
F ter the ticknes ir (clt, andſo yt God 
_ wil thatcthow amed,thow thalr ſooner 
bee delivered. Whereas on the contra- 
ric part,ytthow thouldeſt bee imparniet, 
chow ſhouldelt fynne, and thy ficknes 
thould bee prolonged, and peraduen- 
rure 
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ture alſo encreaſed : and thow weakes | 
ned by thyne imparience,thouldett then 
with more difficultie bearc euerie litle 
payne or grief. To this purpoſe S. Aus } 

tine ſaid: Sr Dewm diligts quod ſacit Dem | 

gs, that is: Ytthow loue God, thow | 
loueſt that which God doeth. | 

+ And 'S. Hierome ſaith,, Qui cum dolors * 
aqritadnem ſſopi  ſgnam of, quod Devn 
nes ſuſſicienter dalrgit, that is to ſay : Itisa 
figne hee doth not loue Ged with all 
his hart as hee ought ro do , which re. | 
ceyucth ſicknes with greefof mynde. 
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| The ſecond s H £ ſecod rule of preparatis, that 

rale. ought to be made in icknes 1s, 0 
ſoone as thow perceyueſt thy ſelf to bee 
ſick,thar thow think thow mayeſt dy of 
this diſeaſe, and that thow therefore 
doe diſpoſe thy ſelfe to receyue the (a- 
craments of holy Churche, as yf thow F 
wert ſure thow ſhouldeſt then dy in 
deed. In this caſe the deuil is wont to 
lay many ſtoppes to leta man to doe (o 
great good. Firſt hee putteth in his 
mynde that hee ſhal nor Uy of that fick- 


nes, 
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OF DYING WEL, 27 
w» | hes, and that their is no peril at all, 
n | After that hee procureth the. phiſirion : 
ie | togiue him too much hope of lyfe, and 
lykewylſe all them of the howſe. And 
w | his freindes and kinsfolkes ro comforte 
 { him,ſaying, Sir bee of good cheere, for 
| ye ſhal amend verie ſhortlie. And yfany 
me * rehgious man come to viſit him, the 

warne himor te] him,that for noching 
2 | im the world heput any feare in him, 
ll | or tel him thatheeis in peril ro dy. All 
+ | theſe bee woorkings of our ghoſtelie 
 enemie. Therefore a wyſeman (6 ſoone 
| as heefeelech himſelf frek, faith, I wil 
t | confeſſe my (elf and receyue the bleſ- 
o | fed ſacrament, and prepare my ſelf for 
* | death,andafter let God woork his holy | 
of | wil of mee as it pleaſerh him, for that | 
Te | amhiscreature. 
on Butnotethat when hee hath made j 
W f this good determination,the deuil doth | 

n | not yet ceaſſe to make him delay (o | 

o as deed, and beginneth to moue 

is wyf (yf hee bee maried) and his 4} 
5 | kin$folkes to leave them ſome of his 
= | workdlie ſubſtance, and they talk to 
5 | "  himof 
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him of many hard thinges , and al 
worldlie. In the meane while the fick- 
nes. encteaſeth and the fickman faith 
diſpatche thele buſinetles, I wil in any 
wyle bee confeſſed. In ſuche caſe I * 
would aduylſe thee to haue an eye to the 
principal, which is the health of thy ? 
foule, tor the malice of the deuil layerh 
many ſnares to catche thee. Say not i 
wil firſt diſpatche my worldlie buſines 
and then confefle mee, becauſe ir is tho 
devil that maketh thee to ſpeak ſo: but 
fay I wil firſt confeſle me and prepare 
for my owe, and atter I wil diſpdſe 
theſe other things ot the world,becauſe 
this buſines of the foule dorh (ro ſay the 
truth) importe mec much more then a 
thawſand worldes. And doubt nor 
when thow ſhalt be contelſed thow 
ſhalehaue in rhee the grace of God, and 
bee better able then, to difpole of thy 
worldlie things with: more 1udgement 
and bexter meanes. - ' 

Now marke wei my fonne, for in 
this rule 1 wil diſcouer vnto thee ſome 
goodlie (ecretes, Which commonlie are 

. note: 
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OF DYING WEL. 28 
not ſet fourth of ſome deuourt men 
which haueentreared of this arte to dy 
wel. All howſhold ;and worldlie care 
beeing then ſer a fide, 1 wil haue thee 
after thow haſte examined thy con- 
ſcience, to make thy confeſsion to a 
good and learned prieſt, following the 
example of S. Auguſtine, who in his laſt 
ſicknes, would haue none to enrer into 
his chamber for ſome dayes rogether 
vntil he had made a diligent ſearch, & 
examination of his conſcrence, And ſo 
hce nad written be;oretoa nephew of 
his, and perſwaded him, that putting a 
fyde all carthhe care in his ficknes,, hee 
ſhould turns himielfe wholte ro God 
almightic , with great contritzon : be - 
hoiding the viefſed woundes of our 
moſte mercytuj redeemer, and beway- 
ling & derefting ai his faultes paſt. In this 
tym, it ſhould be verie good to ſay the 
ſans penitettal P{almes,as did theſame 
S. Auguſtyne, who tirning his heauie 8 
pals face to the wall where the {eauen 
Plalmes weere written, and b22ing fro 
all other cars {equeftred,, fayd nem 
| T1, 


A D1artoeve 
with great aboundance of teares , de- 
maunding of almightie God mercie & 
pardon for his {innes. 

And after fuch a contrition and re- 
pentance for thy ſinnes thow ſhalr then 
makethy confeſsion with an exact exa- 
mination of thy conſcience, and after 
while thow art in pertet memorie 
thow ſhalt receyue ki 
ment, which is called in latyn viaticum, 
that is to ſay: a viage prouiſion, becauſe 
itis neceſſarie and needfulin the way 


by which wee haue to paſle from this | 


tyfro the next. With how great reue- 
rence and deuorion fo great a ſacrament 


15r0 be receyued I wil not (for breui- | 
ties fake) heere declare, bur wil referre 


thee for this matter to the examples of 
the ſaines, andeſpecially for the paſ- 
ſage out of this lyfe to. the glorious 
door S. Hicrome , where rhow ſhalt 


fynde with how many teares, and with 


how merucylous great conſideration 
hee receyued the bletled ſacrament, all 

which ts wrytren for our example. 
When now thow ſhalt be commu- 
nicared, 


e bleſſed facra- 


SO ne EE WQ OOngngauu rr =rnrbDprMm LY Lo YH 


—_— ”CO_ 


LS DR. fits. At. 2% to. He eas atop a 


OF DYING WEL. 29 
nicated, iummediatciie thow ſhalt re- 
quire; that grow:ng Woors , thow 
mayelt haue rhe {ſacrament of extreme 
ynct:on, When 1t thal ſeeme good co thy 
gholtly tather. And heer | wil tel thee, 
a good note, which is that yt thow take 
the ſacramet ot extreme vnctio in ſuch 
manner, as-l haue in{truced thee, and 
yf thow pray to our Lord aſwel as 
thow canlt, and ottentymes repeat thy 
prayer , and peiſeuer in detire ynril 
death,aſking o: God, that for his infinite 
mercy, and by the vertue of this holie 
Sacrament of extreme vation, he wil 
_ thee plenarie remiſsion in this 
yfe of all thy {innes, that 1s ro (ay, that 
when thy ſoule ſha'be ſeperated from 
thy bodie, immidiatly withour touche 
of the paynes ot oy gta: , thow 
mayeſt flic to the bliſfe of everlaſting 
lyfe: Iohn Gerſon Chancelor of Paris, 
and Willam Alriſs:odorenfis affirme 
(with whome agreerh alſo Peter de 
Palude) thar in this caſe the fick dving 
with the diſpofition and holy prepara- 


.tion beforc mentioned, ſhalnor feel the 


F, paynes 
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"* paynes ot purgatorie, but ſtraight way 


ſhal aſcend ro the eternal ioyes of hea- 
uen. And it teemeth Caſsiobrus was 
of this opinion rouching the plenary 
remiſsionin alleaging this verſe, Diru- 
piſit Dome vincula mea, nb1 ſacnificabo 10+ 
ſttam lauds, that is: thow haite broken 
my bandes in ſonder o lord, to thee wil 
I yeeld the facritice of prayle, Which (as 
ſome hoid opinio)being taydin the end 
ot a mannes lyf doth procure that his 
ſinnes be remurted, that 1s, as I expound 
It, touching the payne : for as for the 
fault; pertect contrition (utficeth. Be- 
hold my welbeloued ſonne how ecalllie 
a Chriſtian may obtayne plenarie re- 

mi(sion and tul pardon of his ſinnes. 
See beſydes how much it importeth to 
knowe this arte of dying wel, and how 
greatlie it profiteth how to knowe to 
make preparation, with the ſacraments 
of holy Churche. And yfthow wearrt at 
that pointthatthow couldeſt then nor 
haue the ſacramets,in this caſe thy good 
defire with the continewance of the 
{aid prayer would ſuffice thee : And o 
| by the 
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OF DYING WEL, 20 
by the opinion of Iohn Gezton a verie 
Catholike doctor, & W1ilham Altiſsio- 
dorenfis thow thou deit [ykerwwylte ob- 
tayne plenarie remif>10n bythe vertuec 
of that prayer. Yea without the ſacra- 
ments aRtuallie receyued, , Theretore 
marke this notable ſaying, and keep it 
in memorie,, and pray le the intinite 

oodnes of God, who tor {o ſthorr and 
tew wordes, doth deliuer ys from the 
payne of (o great a fyer, 


He thirdrule for the tyme of ſick- 


The third 


nes is, that thow prepare thy ſelf 1c 


to be conſtant and ſtrong againſt che 
ſundrie temptarios, whear with the de- 
ui] wil trouble thee. Wherefore ir 1s ro 
be known,according to the doctrine of 


diuynes , that the deuwl is more dili- ' 


gent in tempting at the tyme of death, 
then in the ryme of health: for he thin- 
king the diſeaſe to be mortal; ſaith ro 


" himſelf, vf I loſe this foule at this 1n- 
| ſtant, Iloſe it for ever, wherfore I wil 


not leaue to doe what I can to winne 
it, And focalling ro him a multitude 
E 3 of de- 
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of deui's in diuers manners they pre- 
cure his damnation, lay:ng wait cuen 
yntil the end ot his oy Firſt rhey 
remp him with impatience whervnto 
for ſorrow and payne hee 1s much ine 
clined. When thcy cannot ouercoms 
this way they iake an other and tempr 
him with his owne,plecafing of himſelf 
and his proper reputation, detirous to 
periwade him that hee is one of great 
perfection, and conſtant in his aduerſi- 
ries, and that hee hath done many good 
woorkes woorthy of great recopence, 
& with this temptation deuout men are 
ſpeciallic vexed, and this temptation 1s 
much to be feared, becauſe many haue 
| bene brought in peril by it, and ma- 
ny damned. Wherefore it behoueth 
them to baue recourſe to humilitie, and 
to conſider our owne faultes which in 
deed be many, and toacknowledge the 
mercie and goodnes of our Sauiour, 
from whome all goodnes proceedeth 


| 


| 


without any proper merit or deſeruing' | 


of ours, more ouer by diuers wayes and 
meanes they endeuour themſelues to 


make | 


meg 
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make him think, chat hee thal not dy 
ot this intirmit:e , and this they doto 
the end hee go not abour to prepare and 
forrtine himicif againlt them, and that 
they may take hin at ynawares. 

But yt thow wilt bee wyſe and pro= 
uident, chow thalr prepare thy ſeite in 
euer.e iealt ticknes, as yf thow weart 
our of ail doubt thow ſhouldeit dy of 
that diſeaſe. And yf they (ce they can- 
not deceyue thee this Way , then they 
ſer hand to. greater blowes, and with 
faiſe arguments beginne ro cal thee 
back from the truthe of the chriſtian 
faith, In this caſe yf rhow be not verie 
Warie, thow art like to bee catched in 
their netres: therefore giue thee war- 
ning that thow giue not care to theix 
deceitful arguing , nor diſpure with 
them in any wyle , becauſe ſo, thow 
ſhouldelt bee (odeyniie bound and takes. 
The belt remedie in this ſtraight wil 
bee; with tongue & hart to (ay . arti- 
cles of our faith,that 1s the Creed, X ro 
confeſle thow beleeuelt all that our 
holie mother the Catholyke Churche 

E 3 belceueth, 
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belecueth, and (o cauſe the goſpels to 
be red voto thee, with this temptation 
the iearned are more troubied then the 
vnicarned, theretore it is good to fub- 
mit our ynderitanding vnio obedience 
of faith,and not to (carch out the truthe 
therot by reaſon, but with humuanie to 
referre our ſelues ro the iudgement of 
our fore-fathers and the Catholyke 
Churche. Yt in this temptation of in- 
iidelitie thow ſhalt make due relittance, 
then with their Jalt battay.e they wal 
tempt thee with deſparation, pertWa- 
ding thee that in this Iyte thow haſte 
no: vitd thy ſelfe in ſach wile as thow 
de{eruelt to be ſaued : and to pur thee 
beſyde ail hope they wil bring to thy 
m:morie a! thy deſects and wants,and 
rel thee thy confe{sions hauzs not bene 
co0d,northy commun:cations merito- 
r:013, and that thow hait not vone eue- 
rie thing tor th? Joue o: God, bur for 
feare of !'2) and tor thyne owne profit. 

Thenit wiibe tyme to runne tothe in- 
{n.te mercre of our jouing and (weer 
lord God, and remember thy felt that 

| his ſonne 
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his ſonne tor our 1a-uation did become 
man, and as man futtered hunger, and 
thirlt,paynes,and corments,and finallie 
ypon che croile tor our taluation , an 
opprovrious and {hametul death, Thow 
ſha:raniwere thento the enemie: 1t 13 
true, thow doeſt nor-delerue parade, 
nor diddeſt woork in ail thy lyfe by 
which rthow couidelt merit {ov great 
blitle, but thy mercitul lord 1s hee, that 
of his intinite mzrc:ie and goodnes hath 
merited for thee; and purchaſed thee 
paradite, when hee died on the crotle 
tor thy redemption. Yt thow fay this, 
they hal remayne confounded like hel- 
lith bealtes, not knowing what more, 
to do againtt thy ſaluation:except{God 
permitting it) they appeare ynto thee in 
verie horribie and teareful ſhapes, to 
geue thee ſome payne and to make thee 
ateard, ro the inte2nt they may more 
ealtlie take thee in their malitious trap- 
pes, Whyleſt thy mynce 1s occupied 
with ſuch trouble, and greef. Bur yf 
thow wilt runne tor refuge tothe help 
of our bleſſed Ladie , and of chyne an- 

E 4 cel, 
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gel,and o. thy heaucn ic aduocates,they 
Wil redd1..c geue thee tuccour, and per- 
adueture appcar.ng vn thee 1n .ouing 
& gratious ſhapes, lodeyn.ic trom their 
prelence eucry deuillith viion Wiibe 
gonne. 


H x fourth rule of the arte to dy ; 


wel, that oughtto be oblerued in 
ryme of licknel]c,is the election or pro- 
whon ot rwo or ot one faithtuli & wel. 
beloued companion or freind , eyther 
(ecuer or religious, Which inthe end of 
thy lyte may be preſeat with thee, and 
alsiftihee, whote office ſhalbe princi- 
pally avout three th.ngs. 
The britis, that hauing commirred 
the charge of thy ſoule ynto ſuch, in 
this extremit:e they wil make thee 


{ome 5 IR megan 14, | 


anc perfwading thee ro patience an 
conitacie, tothe end tho\ww mayelt haue 
thegreater reward in heauen for con- 
forming thy ſel' to God his holy wil & 
pleaſure, in this and euerie other at- 
fition. Allo they ſhal exhort thee, 
chat 


8 
] 


x eds a. Be -- a 26 2 


OF DYING WEL 32 
that all care and al: ioue of tranſito: is 


thinges of this worid tet aſyde, win. 


all thy hart thow bee arrencyue to the 
heaith ot thy ſoule, thanking our lord 
God cont.nuaily tor his inuumerabie 
benetires beltowed vypon thee. Secondly 
that whueſt they al:iſt thee, they do 
make thee many good and proiitable 
demaundes. Firit they ought to de- 
- maund, yt thow tirmeue beiceue all 
the arcicies or the chriitian faich, and 
thac our ho:y mother the Churche be. 
leeueth and ho'deth, moreouer they 
ought ro alke thee yt chow haue greet 
and iorrow tor ali thyne offences com- 
mirted againlt God, alk.ng pard6 with 
an humble and contrice hart , and yf 
thow purpoſe neuer to offend him 
more, & yt for his loue rhow wil-ingly 
pardoneſt a'] thoſe that haue offended 
thee. And they ſhal alſo pur thee in 
rememorance,that yt chow haue taken 
away the good name or the gone of 
any perſon, that thow actualy yt it be 
in thy power, do without delay reſtore 
It.. And after they thal exhort thee ro 
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put all thy hope and fer all thy Toue in 
our motte myideand louing redeemer, 
beſeeching him with feruent detire,that 
hee wil giue thee pertect taith, hope 
and charicie,and that tor the merits of 
his holy paſ>ion, and tor his infinite 
mercie hee w1l giue thee the euerla- 
ſting gloric of heauen. And yt the tick- 
man thould not to theſe demandes an- 
{were iike a good chriſtian , then his 
choſen treindes before menrioned ſhal 
with all dil;gence do their 'endeuour ro 
remoue from him cuerie i] apprehen- 
ſion and diſpoſition of ſpirit, per{wa- 
ding him wittflouing & {weet woor- 
des,how much it 1s needtul at this ryme 
to prepare himſelf ro receyue deuoutly 
all the {ſacraments of the Churche, and 
wholie and thorowlie to do according 
ro the demaundes and queſtions aboue 
ſpecitied. To the office of this faithful 
and deuout treind or freinds, it ſhal alſo 
belong to prouyde that the {ick do not 
dy without the ſacramentes, and thar 
the 1mages of the Crucitix and of our 
Ladic be their in preſence, and ſtad be- 
| fore 
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fore the eyes oi the tick: allothat thr bf 
bee holy water, with the which iet all 
the chamber and the tick perlon be $ 
| fſprinckied, becaule it auaylerh greatiy 
| againſt the power of the dcuil. Ao 
that their be red the golpels of Cariites 
paſsion and tpecially that ot S.tohn, or i 
tome other thing oi the vivie , and hat 
hee be put jn mynde of the (antes, and 
principaiiue or h:s aduocatcs ana patros 
to wiome in his Iyte r-mie hee hatch had 
particuier and ſpecial deuoyon , let 
their atio be warning g2ucn,that in the 
chamber wheare the uck lyeth their be = 

1 realoning or Worid ie Matters, nor F | 

| Jowdfpe aking, but oneiy fo much as 1s. TM 
need<u! tor behoo? of the lick, for then | 

15 ryme to pray, ananor to prattle: allo 
that none weep the:r, that great ſy- 
lence bz kept, and: th. it their be in 
the chamber no great mulritude of pe r= 
ſons: they ought alſo to prohibite thar 
the {ick perſon be not mich moleſted it 

; With the vifitinges of his treindes and ? 
kinsfo!kes,and ſpeciallie when his fick- 
nes 
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nes encreaſeth, and that there is in 7 
him no great hope of lyte. | 
And thus 1 make an end of this ſecod 
chapter, in the which I haue deciared 
the preparation called the approching, 
Which ought to be made in ryme of | 
ſicknes. Andat conteyneth 4.rules: the 
firſt is called conſtancie or parience: the 
ſecond deuour receyuing of the ſacra- 
ments of the Churche: the third a wary 
and good prouiſion againſt the dzwils 
7 = HI tourth a goodeleion 
or choyſe ot one or two faithful freinds, 
that may haue diligent care of the ſick. 
And now in a few woordes | wih | 
diſpatche the laſt preparation, decla- 
_-_ that which is to be done, in the 
p ageand very laſt end of this preſent 
J 
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THE THIRD CHAPTER, 
Wherein 15s declared in fely Woordes , the 
laſt preparation Which bee cugi i to make, 
thas ts come vnt» the very end of bis Iyf. 


N this third chapter , wee are to 
ſpeak of the preparation , which 
ought to be made whena man is nee- 
relt che end of his lyfe, as when hee be- 
inneth to enter into his agony and 
| coprcur? onward to his laſt gaſps. This 
chapter conteyneth foure thorr rules, 
the which after the example of our 
lord leſu Chriſte wee ought to obſerue 
in this lalt paſſage of fea, , for wee 
ought ro know, that as the lyfe of our 
Sauiour hath bene geuen ys for a rule, 
and for the inſtruction of our lyfe : (o 
alſo his death hath bene (er before vs 
toteach vs how to dy. Therefore S. 
Cregorie faith that , Omni Chriſti atis 
noſiraeft mſiruftio, that 15 to fay: all the 
actionsof Chriſt are in{tructions for vs. 
As our lyfe then thalbe beſt, when it 
ſhalbe lyke ro that of our redeemers, 


' Who was verie man, and yeric God: (o 


alſo 
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2iſo our !carh ſhailbe vericlaudablz and 


ho'y when 1: tha! haue thoſe condings, 


which chat death ot our bieiled May- 
ſter had, who being on the hard wood 
of the croile neere ynro death;atitgent- 
lhe obizrued fower ruies before his 
bletied toute departed trom his facred 
bodice. 


H x firſt rule was,that ſpoyled & 
naked hee aſcended the holie 
croſle, forſaken almoſte ot all, where 
hee wouid dy poor , reſeruing no 
worldly thing for himſeit. So wee ought 
at the lea!t,now at che laſt, after the ex- 
ampleo- our Sauwiour to renounce ef- 
fectually cuerie ſuperfluous and vayne 
offeſ$16, & all world!ie & carnal loue, 
A that gn, cons affectio which wee 
weere wontto beare to wyte and chil- 
dren, careing no more neyther tor ri- 
ches nor for honours of the world, to 
the end that wee bee nor troobled by 
any thing: bur in this laſte period of our 
_ to think wholy vpon almighty 
od, 


THz 
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H x ſecond rule obſerued by our The 
lord on the crofle , was, that hee *%*- 


prayed tor himlelt,and ior his enemies: 
repeating as he prayed ynto his father, 
the woordes of the Palme, Dew, Deus 
mews(reſpice imme) quare me dereltquiſtt? that 
is tO lay: O God ny God (look vpon 
mee) why halt chow forlaken mee? and 
afrerward this verſe of the Plalme : I 
manus tas Donne conmendo {piritum n.eum, 
that 1s: Into thy handes o Lord, I com- 
mend my ſpirit. $o ought wee to pray 
firit for our lelues C after tor enemies. 
And at that ryme a man pur in ſuch 
heauines and peril of his ſaſuation, 
ought neuer to ceale tocal tor help of 
our moſte mercytul lord God, and of his 
bleſſed mother , of all the Angels, Pa- 
triarches, Prophets, Marryrs, Cotetlors, 
Virgins, and matrons, ſoliciting them 
with great grones and deep iighes , to 
help him un this perillous battayle and 
in {o great neceſsitic : and to inuite 
them that they youchſafe to accompa- 


nie his ſoule and guide it into the erer- . 


nal tabernacles, to enioy the diuine ef- 
lence, 
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ſence, and to re.oyce with them in 
euecr-ail.ng peace: 


Hz th.rd rule obſerued of our 

redeemer lefus Chriltc;, was, that 
hee with bowing or h1> head, & in ſuch 
manner as hee might, took leaue of his 
moite deer mocher, and ot his moſte 
barre freindes which were their pre- 
ſ:nc abour the crotle, and recommeded 
his bleſſed mother to her new (onne 
which hee gaue her. By this hee gaue 
vs example; to do the lyke,to wit, that 
when the tick perſon (certh himſelte ro 
bee neer death , it is very conuenient, 
that hee recommend his family , as his 
wel-beloued wyf, and his deere chil- 
dren, ro ſome freind that may counſel 
and he'pthem. After this, all his ſcr- 
wants and howlhold called rogether, 
lerhim cake leaue of them, atke them 
forgiuenes for the i] exam>le« hee hath 
geuen them, and make them ſome good 
exhortation. And yfthat hee be a fa- 
ther let him giue his farherly ble(sing 


_ ro his derely beloued children, ſaying 


vnreo 
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ynto thein : my cluldren yr ye Wiibe 
good, and haivetne teareot God before 
your eye-, Your principal and heauenty 
Father wu 1lcucr toriaxe yow. Be'd:i- 
ligent to keep his commaundements, 
]ne o:eſsing ot the Father , of the 
Sonne, X vrthe holy Ghoite, & ofvur 
blefſea Ladie, and of all the Saiutes in 
heauen be with vow. Then taking 
every one of them by the hang, and kit- 
ſing chem, and imbracing his louing 
wyr and children hee al lay: O my 
deere wyt | pray thee honour and 
feare our Lord God avoue all thinges,l 
leaue thee thele our children, haue dili- 

ent Care oi them: vniulthis ryme they 
| bene ours, nowrne7 tha'be thyne: 
yt thow wilt contin2w 1n good lyte; 
thow ſhalrneuer war the help of God. 
Be of good cheer, & do not nor weep, 
for our Lord wilbe with thee : Then 
thal hee exhort his children, that they 
be obedienc ro their mother, and fearc 
and reuerence her as they ought. Atrer 
this he ſhal take leaue of them all, cau- 
E;, ling 


' The fourth 
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ſing them to go our of his chamber, 
that hee may ——_ alone, with his 
faithful and choſen freindes which are 
to hauecare ouer him cuen to the laſt 
end of his lyfe. | 


H x fourth andlaſtrule ob(ſerued 

of our Sautour in his paſſage, was, 
that (as S.Paule ſaith) Cum clamore valido 
& lachyz me preces offerens exauduw ef! pro 
ſua reverentia, that 15 to ſay: offering vp 
his prayers with a loud cry and teares, 
he was heard for his reuerence ſake: 
And the text ot the holy goſpel ſaith; 
that our lord hauing cryed with a loud 


voyce, and recomended his ſouleto his. 


heauenly Father (ſaying : Father into 
thy handes I commend my ſpirit) yeel- 
ded vp his ghoſte, Jeauing the bodic 


without the ſfoule , wherevpon is ga- 


thered, that our Saviour hath done 
three things in this laſtrule. 

Firſt hee crved with a Joud yoyce: 
ſecondly hee wept: thirdly hee com- 


mended his ſoulc to his Father, and 
ER then | 


t 
( 
[ 
| 
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| 
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then his blefled (ouie departed from his 
precious and holy boae. Ali theſe thin- 
ges ought the ſick man to doe, that is 
ypon has lait patſage, and in the agonie 
ot death. So that atter he hath cautcd his 
parents and trendes to retyre; hauing 
taken his leaue otthem, hee thal hirit 
think vpon the {tare oi tiis conicience, 
and then call vpon a!mighty God, not 
with a loud voyce, but with deep and 
profound 1tghes trom the bortome of 


his hart, crauing pardon with moſte-. 


ſorrowful teares and intyre contrition, 
of his creator, tor all his tinnes and of- 
fences comitred againlit his diuyne ma- 
jelty, lethim repent himſelf of euerie 
finne he hath comirted, and with ſo- 
rowtul hart atke mercie ot almightie 


God ior cuerie (mal negligence, bit- 


tcrly alſo lamenting for euereelitle lofle 
of tyme, and requiring helpe &© our 
bletJed Lad:e and all rhe faintes: otten- 
tymes let him Cys Tn Manu 1114 Nomrne 
comments (: 111041 mem, that 1s : 1N?O Ll by 
handes o Lord, I commend my, ſpirit, 

T8 2 Tis 
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The which wooraes the diuynes think 
tro be of verie gicar vertue : And io by 
mcancs or theale preparations , beein 
hiica with good and holy defires,thow 
thalr come to a happy pallage ot death: 
and tinaiiy reder thy $4, tro the earth, 
and: thy toule ro thy creator with 
whomethoww ſhalr live eternally. 
When che young Merchar had heard 
all theſe rules, hee faid ro the Ermyrte. I 
cannot exprefle with my rongue how 
much \ ourproiitable wordes haue bene 
acceptable vnro mee. Surelie ye haue 
made me know rhinges which I ſhal 
neuer torget, yea more then that, 1 ſhal 
endeuour my felt through the grace, 
o' God, with all poſsible diligence to 
put in practiſe and execution all _ 


2. golden rules of the arte rody wel, 


whigh ye haue declared vnro mee in 
thc precedent chaprers. 

Bur I be({cech yow ſeeing wee be in 
this ralk of death, that ye wil anſwere 
ro certayne doubresof myn?, accord ng 
co your learning & the opinion of the 

ſacred 
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ſacred diuynes, ana as ye thaibe il]um.- 
ned by the holy Ghoite. i he trmite 
an{wered that hee was yerie Wel con- 
tented, (0 thar hee dia not ſeek tro know 
them of a vaine curiotitic, Ihe Mcr- 
chanc fad: 1 detire to be relolued of 
cerrayne doubces, ot which the reſo.u- 
tions and acclaracions ſhalve ro ail men 
proatabie and pical.ng, for their are 
nohe wh.ch ought. nor ro det re and 
ynderſtand ſuch doctrine, becaule death 
15common to al., and therefore ought 
euerie once willingly to taik andreaton 
there of, | ' 
1hebrmite then ſaid,my ſonne 1t 1s 
conucrent wee tit downe, becauſe my 
grca: age requireth ſome reſt, as allo 
becauſe when wee tit and repoſe our 
ſclues, the ſpirits witbe better diſpoſed 
to conceyuz and more apt tO vnaeriiad 
the an(were and reſolution to thy de- 
maund2s. Beg n then,and propound in 
tew woordes thy doubres, ihe Merciat 
then (they beeing ſet downe) began to 
make his demaundes as toiloweth. 
Ex | de- 


The ficſt 
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I Demaund -n the nrit place, yf wee 
be ali bound to detire death? 
The Irm:te antwered, that in re- 
(pect of rhe appet.te or defire (cntinue 
wee be not bound : bur contraiie 1t 1s 


1n reſpect ot} the apperite or defire re- 


fonable voluntaric and tree , vnder 


which the apperite fentiriue, ought ro 


be both (lubiect & gouerned. 'l he rea- 
{on heerot 1s tor that according to the 
opinion ot the diuynes, Wee be bound 
toleaue our owne I\re, and to accept 
dcarth tor the cercayne CC ture faluation 
ot Our neighbour , much more then be 


wee bound to tlis charitie for our - 


owne ſaluation, the which wee know 
for certa\ ne cannot be had ordinarily, 


- yf firſt wee dv nor. And wee beeing 


bound to &-tire this laſt arid erernal fe- 
liciry , wee are conicquently bound 
to defire ail rhe meanes neceſſarie ro 
the attayning thereof, And for not 
defiring of death with reaſon as afore- 
(aid, many Chriſtians are dined, which 
yt they might, would chooſe to line in 


this 
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' this miſerable world for euer, &would 
| fayto almightie God; keep thow thy 
heauen tor chy ſeit, tor I care not for 
It, it futhceth mee to live heer with my 
| freindes and kindred. Wheretore it is 
; | athing manifeſt and playne, that ſuch 
' menlouenorGod. And they haue not 
charitie, (eeing they neuer Care to ſee G 
his tace :' Wherein conliſtech all our _ | 
true 'and chiefeſt blifſe. And thus by J 
this an{were the Marchant was tho- z 
rowlie ſatisfied : and hee ſaid this was 
a good poy nt, woorthy to bee wel con- 
| ſidered of many worldlings , Which ; 
are per{Waded they are not bound to | 
|  delire death,alleaging that the religious 
and pertect men be they which are 
bound ro defire death, and inno wyſe j 
ſeculer.and wordly men. But without : 
all doubt they be deceyucd, tor wee are | 
therevntoall bound indifferentlie. 


H et ſecond queſtion Was whe- The fecong! 
ther wee ought to haue an il op1- RN: | 
nion of thoſe that dy ynwillingly : [ 
| x The 
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The Ermue anſwered, ſaying , my 
ſonne take heed to my w oordes, 1or iN 
this place I wil tel thee another point, 
which as I think 1s of vcry tew vn- 
derſtood. Aflurethy (elf it 1s not law- 
ful, to Cefire long lyte, excepc it bee 
ro make ſome ſpiritual truit, ether 
in himſelt or others : whnere-tore 
when-locuer a fickman adyeth vn- 
willingly , and that hee dctireth the 
prolonging of ht lyfe princ:pally to 
other end then co do ſpiritual _ cy- 
ther in himſelf or in others, 1 ſay chat 
in this caſe hee tinneth greatly: my rea- 
ſon 1s, for that yt hee had the vercues of 
hope and charitie, hee wou'd more de- 
fire to bee 101ned with his God, then 
any o:her thing thats notin any (orce 
e'11en or ordayned to that end, that is, 
the con'unction and vnion with the 
ſoueraigne good. Iris need; ul then to 
ſatisfy thy demaund with a diſtinction: 
wheretore I (av vnto thee, when a lick 
man dyerh vnwillingly, to the end hee 
wouid abyde in this world to 10Y 


: and 
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and triumphe & not to the end to a- 
m<-nd his iyie , nor yet to heip others: 
Oo: tucii an one a man cannot but haue a 
ſini{ter and 11 opt140n, becaule it is a 
ligne hee hath nor charitie roward his 
creator. But when the lick perion de- 
fireth his lyte mas bee proionged to do 
p<rance tor his tinnes, or to haue tyme 
to Mcrit MOre , Or to come more in: 
Gods tauour , ores to help ochers,: 
after the exainple ot S.Paule, S. Martin, 
& divers holv men, of ſuch a man {ſo as 
h:e be conhrmable to GCed his holy 
wail and P'cal ſure) we ought to haue/ a 
ood and holy opinion , becauſe hee 
Path his detires agreadie vnro charitne. 
Hereunto repived the Mcrchant;, yt 
this be (o then are but tew {aned, oe- 
cauſe tew they be wh:<ch deſire not to 
haue long lyte,to triumphe heer in 10y, 
and to get worldly riches and honours. 
There'ore theſe things ye tell mee 
ſeeme vnro mee veric ſtrange and dif- 
ficil. To this anſwered the good Er- 
myre, ſaying, my ſonne I graunt thee,, 
5 that 
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that few are ſaued, burtyer that which 
I tell thee is true, and taken out ot the 
dottrine of hoiy diuynes, which to a- 
uoyd tedioutnes 1 name not, nor yet 
goe I about to proue ar lengch this my 
{faying ,becauſe ir 1s athing veric palpa- 
ble, and wel knowne todeuour & holy 
perſons. 


H x third queſtion was, whether 

wee oughtto haue an 111 opinion 
of them that at the laſt end of their lyf 
do loſe the vſe ot reaſon, &X many tymes 
do vtter vaine and il (peeches. 

The Ermite anſwered with diſtinc. 
tion,ſaying, that ofthe(e wee ought to 
ſay as of them Which in health become 
mad, and dy intheir madnes, who yf 
they weare i ſtate of grace, whenthey _ 
loite the vie of reaſon, & fo dyed, they - 
are (aued : bur yt then they wear in 
mortal ttnne and lo dyed they be with- 
ourall douvor damned in hel. And note 
for our purpole, that the juſt iudge our 
Lord Icfus Chriſte (uffereth (omrymes 

{ome 
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ſome great ſinners, in their laſt ſicknes 
to lole the vie of reaton in wit lude- 
ment,to the intent that as in their I\ fe 
tyme they baue not beiie myn drivl of 
aimightic God, to in their death ney 
ſhou!d nor renters themiciuee. This 
is that which S. Augultine (aid: {lac ante 
maduerſione percutitkr ſeccator, vt moriens 
oblunſcatur ſut, (ut dit vineret oblitus ejt Det, 
that is to (ay: with this punthment the 
ſinner 1s ſtricken , that dying hee tor- 

etreth himteit , which whileſt hee 
led did forget almighty, God. Such 
men as theſe hauing lued bealtly and 
without rcalon, tor their Woorthie pu- 
mſ{hment ought to dy as brute beaſtes; 
without any good preparatio, & there- 
fore Without conte{c1on and commu- 
nion, and without any t1gne of con- 
trition : oftentymes with blaſphemies 
and 1]] woordes they paſle our of this 
miterable lyte; ro the more miſerable 
and cuerlaſting paine of hell. On the 
contrary parte it happenerh ſomrymes 
to ſome 1uit and holy perſons, that in 


the 
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the end of his iyte, through the great 
mercic of God, being in 1:ate of grace, 
hee loſeth the vie of reaſon, and beco- 
meth frantick , and ſpeaketh many 
foule and ynieemely woordes , God 
who is m-rcytul, (uffereth this to fall 
ynco him ;or his pront, and of compal- 


fon to the end hee feeie nor the great 


payne of his (ic- aetle, and t: :at the de- 
vils may not haue occai'on to atflic 
him wit!: .«mprtario"ns, afrer the loffe 
ofrh2 vie o: reaton. Godalmigitie of 
his benigmrie vierh this mercy with 


him that hath bene good. and1s of na-_ 


ture feartul and iravle, deſiuering him 
by this mean trom the grief of "the tick- 
nes, which hee coth nor tezle fo much 
when his bodie 1s without vie of rea- 
ſon: and making him vnable ro receyue 
the deuils remprations , becauſe he 
that is without vie of reaſon doth not 
finne. And lay hee or do hee what hee 
wil, yea-though hee vrter woordes a- 
cainſt God in that tyme, it 15not impu- 
red ynto himfor finne, but 1t1s inoughe 

for 
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for him whe hee had his y ncerſtiding, 
that hee had true corrition tor his fin- 
nes, and was1n the grace and tauour 
ot Cod. 


© Y H & fourth queſtion was, whether The founk 
wee ought tothinke 11] of them, Thom 
that dy of ſodayne or violent death. 
Lhe t.rmyte anſwered, that accor- 
ding ro the judgement ot S. Auguitine, 
Mors mala dicenda non eſt, quam bona its 
precefſir, thac1>ro ſay: Thatdeath is not 
ro be eſteemed 1], Whici a good lyfe 
4 hath gonne betore. Alwayes whena 
{ man hath lyued wel,and at the point of 
death is without deadlie finne, (uch a 
death ought to bee eſteemed cood: be- 
\ cauſe, Precioſaimn conſpectu Domin: mers [an- 
forum env, that 150 ſay: precious in our 
Lords tight 1s the death of his (ain- 
res, Soas 'eta man dy of What kynde 
of death (ocucr it bee,eyther of hire, or 
water, or (woord, or peſtilence, or 
4 povſon, or (odayn!y, or lingringly, al- 
| wWayeshisdeath 1s ſaid tobe holy and 
pretious 
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pretious when hee dyeth in rhe ſtate of 
grace, Wee haue example of this in 
many ioiy contetlors & marrtirs, Which 
(im reſpect ot the world) haue dyed 
Ignom,n.ous and ſhametul deathes;and 


neuercheictle they are now happy with. 


God in heauen. Andthelame allo hap- 
pzned to our Lord lelus Chritte, to 
w home as yt hee had bene the prince 
ot chicucs, Was allotted by the wicked 
and obitinate Iewes, the intamous 
death ot the crotle. And tor the con- 
erarie lee (aith, that alwayes of wyle- 
men that death 1s iudged 1], when one 
dyerh in morta! tinne : although hee 
haue a quiet and honourable death, ro 
the iighr of the world, and beein dif- 
grace with almughtic Goc:and alwayes 
by ho'y men that death is 1wdged the 
wurlt, becaule as Dawd ſaith, Mors pec- 
catorum peſſin.e, the death of thinners is 
- the molt euil. All deathes then be' ill, 
when m2n'dv in deadly tinne: and con- 
trariw:ileeuerie xynde of death 1s good 
and holy, whena mandyeth in the ta- 
uour ot a:mightie God, 


THE 
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T H = titt queſtion was, whether it The ſe © 
be lawful to detire a man when hee Weſton. 

dyeth, that atter death hee wil appeare 

ynto thee, and rel thee his eſtate. 

| The krmite an(wered,that hee foud 
to this queſtion two contrarie an- 
{ycars giuen by the Doctors. "The one 

|  1sot the Angelical Doctor S. Thomas, - y_ 
Who laith, chat when there is not 10y= 

| ned w ithal any curiotitie or inftideline, 

h but onely a Caretul detire to know the 
| ſtate of him that dyerth, then 1s 1t law=- 

. | fulro require ſuch athing. The other 

> | aniwearcotrarie; is of Henry de Aſcia, 

| who ſaith char it 1s not athing lawtul, 

, becauſe it can hardiy come but of a- 


odli-þ 


. | wayne curiolitie; and peraduenture of 
; | infidelirie, ro be atlured of the lyfe to 
- | come, and bel\des that, hee purterh 
R himſelf in peril to be deluded of the 
; | dew], who many tymes appeareth in 
| forme and thape of ths dead, and re- 


uealeth falſe things. And th2recore wee 
readin the goipe], that Abraliam would 
- | Notpernut that any reuelation or ap- 


y Dar! ion 
L 


The fixr 
qQuctition. 


A D1arLoGvVE 

parition ſhou.d be made vnco the bre. 
thren ot the wicked riche man, who 
prayed himrto {<nd ſome one that was 
dcad vato them (that yet liued) ro ad- 
uertiſe them of his mileravle ttare, Yo 
whome Abraham anſwered, Habent 
Moyſen CF Prop,jeras,auulrant uls, that is to 
ſay: Vhey haue Moyles & the Prophe. 
tes,let them hceare chem. Bur it ſeemeth 
vnro mee that when a inail 1s not mo- 
ued,nevther of inftidelitie, nor of curio- 
fitie, but on2ly for a ſpiritual contoia- 
tion, and to tuihl without offence to 
God, a delire to know ſuch a thing, 
that this 15 no ſinne, NotWithitanding 
hold thow that opinion Which mote 
pleaſerh thee, (o that chow haue the 
vertue of humilitie, toyned with godly 
and holy delire. 


: [ H x ſixtqueſtion was, whether hee 
that hath alwayes liued il, & neuer 
hath made preparation for death, being 


Now atthe point ot death, mav at thar 


Inſtant ſufficiently prepare himſelf te 
dy. The 


—_— ——— — ———— 
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dy. The Ermite anſwered, ſaying, 
ſonne, ſo long as a man liueth and hath 
the vic of reaton; hee may alwayes di(- 
pole and prepare himſelt ro dy wel. 

| - Butain truth 1 _—_—_ thee, that of ren 
1 thowland men that delay ir to the laſt 
1 inſtant, their is not one ſaued. This is 
the iudgement of S. Hierome, and S. 
Auguſtine, and verie wel knowne and 
manifeſt ro other holy doctors, there- 
fore I wil not go abour ro multiple 
wordes 1n yayne. 


| H x ſeuenth —_ Was, Whe- The ſeated! 
ther the deuil do appeare to all qzcton. | 

{ thoſe thatdy. The Ermite anſwered, 

ſaying , that ordinarily the deuils ap- 

peare to all; in the end of their lyues,as 

may be proued by the authoritie of 

divers holy men. The ordinary glofle 

explicating theſe woordes of Geneſes. 

Tu tnfidiaberis calcaneo eine: that is, Thow geaer. 3. 

ſhalrly in wayrt euen at his heel, faith, 

| that this is to be vnderſtood ro be at 

| theendof mannes lyf. 
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To the ſame purpoſe kccleſiaſticus 
alſo faith, Sun: [pri qui ad vindittam 
creals ſunt, & im tempore confurnmations ef- 
#04, gas ſuam, that is to lay: their 
be ſpirfts which were created for re- 
uenge, and at the tyme of conſunration 
they do ſhew their torce: Which autho- 
rity S, Vincent and other DoCtors ex- 
pound of 'deuils that appeare at the 
_ of death, And S.Gregorie ſaith, 
[ 


at the deuil fo much the more dili- 


ently tempreth a man in the end of his 
Pe, as he knoweth hee hath letle ryme 
ro tempt him. W 
Thelame S. Cregorie alſo wryteth 
that the deuil in the end of lyfe appee- 
reth aſwel ro the good as the euil; yea 
and that hee durit appeer to Chriſte 
Himſelf beeing on the croſſe. If then 
this wicked (pirit came to Chriſte on 
the crofſe, how much more boldly wil 
hee appeere to all other ? yf it be not 
that ſome through the (petial grace 
and priuiledge of almighty God be ex- 


trons 


a DA 


emprted from ſuch a diueliſh appart- | 


tion 
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' tion;as wee read of our bleſſed Ladie,in 
ſome bookes ot-ſmalle authoritie, rhag” 
ſhe aſked and obtayned of her blefſed 
ſonne, that at her death ſhe ſhould nor 
ſee any wicked ſpirit or deuil, 
| H x eight queſtion was, whether I 
| 1 our depions Chriſte diſcend corpo- A | 
| rally tothe particuler iudgment ot all 
» , thoſethatdy. | 
The Ermite an(wered, that to ſome 
ir ſeemerh hee dorh, and they confirme 
their opinion with authoritie of holy 
ſcripture, inthe aces of the Apoſtles: "2 
where it is ſaid of our Lord. Ipſe eff qui ag ;.. 
conſtiturus eft 4 Deo, index viuorum & mor- 
a | tworum, that is to ſay: it is hee that is ap- 
te | poynred of God the iudge of the quick 
N | and the dead, And in S. lohn the 5. 
n | Chap. itis written: Pater omne indicinns 
il Jedi filio, thatisto ſay , God the father 
Ot | gaueallindgement to his ſonne, Bur to 
ce | ſome other this opinion ſcemeth nor 
xX- , credible, becauſe it happeneth that in 
i- | once ang the (elf fame tyme diuers per- 
JN, G 3 ſons 
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The nynth TH = nynth queſtion was, whether 


queſtion. 
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ſons dy in diuers places, and it is not 
conuenable that Chriſtes humanirie in 
one inſtant ſhould bee ro this end in fo 


many places,and therefore they ſay,our | 


bletJed Sauiour doth nor diſcend per- 


ſonally ro giue this parriculer iudgmet, | 
but rather commirteth that office to | 
the good Angel that is given ys for our | 


gard,giuing him authoritie as 1udge, to 


end andexecute the proces and (entene * 


cesto him appoynted , and the Angel, 


ſo made udge, condemneth or abſol- _ 


ueth the ſoule according to juſtice: and 
after guiderh it to the place aſsigned, 
eyther in heauen, in hell, or in purga- 


POO as it hath defcrued. But { Op! 


to the yniuerſal iudgment, our bleſſed 
Sauiour himſelf wil diſcend and judge 
the quick and rhe dead. And in thi 
ſence they expound the authoritie be- 
fore alcaged. 


our Saujour Chriſte appeare at the 
hower of death generallie ro all mes 


good and 1]. 


The 


_— 
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' The Ermite an{wered that ſome . 
great doctors haue ſaid that hee dorthe, 
and to approue theſame they alleage 
the authoritie of Pope Innocent the 
third in the ſecond book, de _—— 
vilitatis humane: that is of the miſery of 
man, Where it is ſaid that all men, aſ- 
wel good as bad do (ee Teſus Chriſte be- 
fore the ſoule go out of the bodie. The 
good to their great conſolation and the 
euil to their great confuſion, to the end 
that by ſuch apparance they may be 
aſhamed to haue loſt through their 
negligence the precious fruit of their 
redemption. And albeit this bee the 
opinion of very famous doctors yet do 
I nor fynde it ſufficiently confirmed by 
authority of holy ſcripture : &for this 
reaſon there are others that do not con- 
cur in this opinion ; though yet very 
Godly anddeuourt. About this matter 
then I wil make noneother reſolution, 
but that I hold for certayne', that 
our benigne and mercytul redeemer 
appeareth to many in the end of their 
G Z lyues 
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lyues as by innumerable examples and 
approued hiſtories it may be veretyed, 
bur that hee appeareth to all vniuerſal- 
ly, I neyther attirme nor deny. 


x 7 H xs tenth was, Whether the par- 

- riculer iudgement bee immediatly 
after the ſoule 1s gon out of the bodie, 
or tharthere bee ſome (pace of tyme be- 
fore the fentence of theſaid 1dgement 
be giuen. 

'The Ermite anſwered, that ordina- 
rilie without delay after the ſoule be 
{eparared from the bodie it receyueth 
his parriculer judgment, with the ſen- 
tence of damnation or ſaluation,accor- 
ding to the condition of his merits.But 


--- 


verietrew its, that Omni regula patitur 


exceptionem , cuery rule (uflereth excep- 
tion. Therefore ſome ſoules after their 
ſeparation attend a good {pace before 
their particuler judgement be giuen, as 
wee readofatamous Doctor, of Parts 
who was reputed a man of holy lyte, 
but becing dead, whyles they made his 


Funeral- 


[ 
1 
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funera:ies in the Churche,hee lifted vp 
his head as he lay on che beere, inthe 
preicnce ot many people, & a great nu- 
ber of matiters & Doctors in cuinine, 
and diuers (choFers,and la'd, 4d 1udiciam 
yocatus ſum:chatis, | am cailed to 1udge- 
ment : and then layd himiclt down a- 
_ Whereyp0 it was ordaynced that 

cc ſhouid not be buried vnril the next 
day,and o the day following hee did 
the likz, for litting vp his head againe. 
hee ſaid, Iudicarus ſum: 1 am mdged, And 
thereypon his buria: was deterred til 
the third day, when as hee in lyke man- 
ner{asrwyce betore)litting vp his head 
ſaid aloud , Condenna:ns ſam: | am con- 
demned , w hereby it 15 manifeſt, that 
this particuler wdgement. continued 
for the ſpace of three dayes.*Through 
the which great miracle (undry do*tors 
& (chollers left the worid, X went into 
the wildernes, where they began the 
firſt foundation of the order of tie Car- 
thufians; orherwile called the monkes 

of the Charterhows. | 
G 4 Trhex 
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eleutth T H = eleuenth queſtio was,yf when 


chis particuler 1udgement is done, 
andthe tentence giuen; the ſoule be ca- 
ried by and by to the place appoynred. 
The Ermite anſwered, that the ho'y 
Catholike Churche hoideth and tirmly 
belecuerh, that our foules beeing depar- 
red our of our bodies; do atter their par- 
ticular wudgemets ordinarily paſle vnto 
the place otcuerlaſting ioy or paine, ac- 
cording to their merices or demerits. 
And the reaſon hereof is, for that it 1s 
the ſoule that principally (nneth or 
meriteth, and the bodie withour it 
cannot finne nor merit: and therefore 
it1s not againſt reaſon, that the (oule 
without = bodie, receyue eytheryood 
or euil, yntil the day of the vniuerſal 
wdgement: 1t ſutficeth that afterward 
at the ryme of the vniuerſal indgement 
beeing vnited with the bodie it be 
therewith for euergyther ſaued or dam- 
ned. The facred dinynes in the fourth 
ofthe ſentences do proue this our Ca- 
tholike concluſion with reaſons,autho- 


rityes, 
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rityes,and authenrnical hiſtories: but in 
this p:ace oneiy the authority of the 
(criprures is (utt;cient tor ys, as it apee- 
reth inthe 23. of S. Luke, where our 
Sau our Chrilte {a1d to the good theef, | 
Hudie mecun eris in paradiſo; This day 
thow ſhalt bee with mee in paradiſe; 
hee ſaid nor at the end of the world, 
but this day.* And lob ſpeaking of 
wordlings ſaid, Ducunt in bonu dies ſuor, 
CF im puncto ad infernum diſcendunt , that is 
to ſay : they (pend their dayes in plea- 
| ſures,andin a momectthey deſcend into 
| hel. Whereby it apeeteth that whvleſt 
| they bee incheir triumphes and ioyes, 
f ſodernlic in the twinckling. of an eye 
j 


they fall into hel. 


H x twelfth queition was, | yf all Therwelky 
| they that dy do ſuffer equal payne W%9- | 
; andanguithin the agonie of death. | 
| The Ermite an({Wwered no: as it ap- 

peareth in (ome olde men which dy 

| eaſily, andallo ſome that ſeeme to'dy 
fleeping, and (ome whileſt-they bee in 
G5 an ex- 
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an extaſie or traunce: as S. Auguſtine 
decliarerh in his book , De giustate Det. 
Moreouer it happeneth ſomtymes that 
one aliue and in health doth endure 
greater payne, then an other in the 
ryme of his death, and it is wdged of 
Wyſemen, that ofrentymes it is a grea- 
ter difficulty to beare the troubles and 
miſcries of this lyte,then dying to looſe 
the lyfe of the bodie, So as in this re- 
ſpe; there haue bene many holy Con- 
eſſors that haue luligred more gree- 
uous affliictions then® ſome marrtirs. 
Wee may therefore think, that there 
Is No man , who eyther betore his 
death, or atthe tyme of his death , or 
at leaſt after death, doth not ſuffer ex- 
ceſsiue grief and preat torment. 
When the youngman had vwel vn- 
derſtood all theſe things aforelaid, hee 
would yet haue propounded other 
queſtions, but the Ermite feeling him- 
ſelfe wearie, atwel. for his great age as 
a'ſo for his long talk , prayed him, 
that hee would bze content to aſlke 
him 
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him no more , but rather that hee 
would do his endeuour to put in cxe- 
cution that, Which hee had all read- 
die tolde hun, tor woordes without 
deedes are litie profitabie, and ro ſuch 
as haue a good wil to do wel itis not 
needtul fo vſe many perſuaſions; out 
breefly to tel them their dueries. 

'Then the youngman with great re- 
uerence and humility did ypon his 
knees giue thankes 'vnto rhe good Er- 
mite, tor ſo many his good & holy le(- 


ſous, & promiſed him to make it apeer, 


that his long diſcours ſhould nor bee 
vnprohtable and withour great fruit, 
And fo hauing had his blefsing rook 
his leaue, and withoutdelay , detirous 
to give himlelf whole to learne to dy 
wel, diſtributed all his riches to poor 
orphans, Churches and hoſpttalles, and 
forſaking this. miſerable and deceyuing 
world entred into religion, Where hee 
continewed a long tyme,- and diligent- 
ly obſerued the aforeſaid rules, til at 
length hauing lived Jong and ver- 

| tuouſly, 
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ruouſly, hee happely rendred his ſoule + 
into the handes of this creator , to 
whome bee all honour and glorie 
x world without-end, 
Amen. 


_—— 


